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WE DARE YOU 
TO PLAY 
“CAGE MATCH” 


i THE PRO WRESTLING QUIZ GAME 
OVER 1000 TRIVIA QUESTIONS ALL ABOUT WRESTLING 


OBJECT OF GAME: ANSWER ENOUGH TRIVIA QUESTION CORRECTLY 
TO ESCAPE FROM YOUR OPPONENT AND CLIMB OUT OF THE CAGE! 


“CAGE MATCH” is the exciting new pro 
wrestling board game made specially for 
wrestling fans. 


“CAGE MATCH” pits fan against fan in a 
real battle of wrestling knowledge. 


Each player is asked a series of wrestling ques- 
tions from a category of his choice. Topics 
include tag-teams, managers, good-guys, bad 
guys, champions and many more. Questions 
range from easy to expert. The harder the ques- 
tion, the higher the point value, and the closer 
you come to escaping the cage and winning 
the game! 


Guaranteed fun and excitement 
for all wrestling fans! 
ARE YOU READY TO PLAY?! 


Send Today To: ' 
Yes! | want to play CAGE MATCH Tiger Press 


P.O. Box 42 
] 
Please rush my game! Palisades N.Y. 10964 
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Ex-Wrestler Confesses: 

“PROMOTERS TELL YOU WHEN TO BLEED!” Several 
years ago, Eddy Mansfield was'a rising star in the south. Today, 
he’s on the outside looking back on a career that might have 
been. 


THE HULK TRIUMPHS! When the popular champion de- 
feated Kamala, the fans stood and cheered. Kamala was tough, 
but Hogan was more than ready, By Berlin Scott 


LEON WHITE: FROM SUPERBOWL TO WRESTLING’S 
STARDOM After his victory in Australia’s World Cup Tourna- 
ment, Leon White, the former LA Ram star, is ready to conquer 
the AWA. By Joe Sirico 


The Hart Foundation 
JIM NIEDHART AND BRET HART ARE CHAMPIONSHIP 
BOUND Since they first got together, they have come along way 
and are now considered to be among the best tag teams in the 
game. By John O'Leary 
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RIC FLAIR—THREE TIME NWA CHAMPION Fiair has de- 
feated every man on the circuit and his hold on the prestigious 
belt is as secure now as it’s ever been. 


FRITZ VON ERICH: TEXAS LEGEND STILL AS TOUGH 
AS CAN BE When you need a giant killer, call Fritz Von Erich. 
That's exactly what happened in Dallas. By Michael Moriarity 


THE SUPER ASSASSIN GOES BERSERK! Everyone fig- 
ured that the Super Assassin would be another loyal member of 
the Clan, but no one was prepared for the riot that occurred on the 
Assassin's return to the Northwest. By Robert Doyle 


THE ROCK AND ROLL EXPRESS: LOOKING FOR NUM- 
BER 4! To which Paul Jones replies: ‘Those snot nose punks will 
never win the belts from my champions.” By Mickey Scott 


CURT HENNIG DECLARES: “I’M TIRED OF GETTING 
KICKED AROUND.” 1987 could be the year that Curt Hennig 
makes it big. He certainly has the wrestling expertise to make it to 
the top and together with his new aggressive style it has him 
championship bound. By David Katz 


“VICIOUS” VERNE SIEBERT: CAUSING HAVOC IN THE 
NORTHWEST The native-born Canadian seems to be sur- 
rounded by controversy. However, none of it seems to bother him. 
By Ken Handlin 


Rude And The Raging Bull 

“THEY’RE THE ONLY R&R EXPRESS,” CLAIMS PAUL 
JONES Their success over Robert Ginson and Ricky Morton 
has given them reason to boast. It’s given the colorful Jones a lot 
of room for argument, too. By Glyne Hurley 


THE ROAD WARRIORS: MAYHEM IS THEIR GAME For the 
past four years the Road Warriors have been the most dominat- 
ing tag team on the scene. Even without a’championship belt, 
they are still the best team around. By Caro! Mark 


THE WILD CARIBBEAN SCENE A rare photo essay of island 
wrestling where the action is as hot as the sun. 


AL MADRILL PROCLAIMS: “THE VON ERICH REIGN IS 
OVER!” After being out of the world class area for several years, 
A\ Madrill has returned and served notice that he will soon rule 
the area. By Jerry Scotti 


WRESTLING IS THE HOTTEST TICKET IN TOWN Profes- 
sional wrestling takes in an estimated $250 million a year in the 
U.S. alone. What's more, itis the No. 1 sport on Cable television. 
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When the premier issue of WRESTLING TODAY hit the Wrestling Today 

newsstands in January 1987, it practically sold out. It P.O. Box 42 
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e The inside story on Wrestlemania III | | 
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Welcome to the first 
edition of Wrestling Confi- 
dential. As you can easily 
see Wrestling Confiden- 
tial is the largest maga- 
zine on the newsstand 
today. It is jammed packed 
with photos information 
and stories on the biggest 
stars of today. Included 
are features on the men 
making news in the NWA, 
AWA, UWF, WWF and the 
World Class. We hope you 
enjoy our first effort and 
become a regular reader. 
As we go to press the 
top story surrounds Nikita 
Koloff. The young Russian 
now finds himself in the 
unfamiliar role of the 
hunted instead of the 


hunter as a large number 
of wrestlers are lining up 
to battle him for his US 
Championship belt. His 
main challenger for the 
United States Champion- 
ship is Arn Anderson. 
Anderson calls Nikita an 
‘“overdressed cue ball” 
and promises that the 
Russian will soon find 
himself without the belt. 
The other man after 
Koloff is Vladimir Petrov. 
Pétrov was brought to 
America by lvan Koloff on 
strict orders from the 
Kremlin to get revenge on 
Nikita for defecting to 
America’s side. Little is 
known about Pétrov except 
that he and Nikita grew up 
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Lance Von Erich twists Buzz Sawyers arm. 
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Superfly Snuka. 


together in Russia and 
were the fiercest of rivals 
in athletic competitions 
According to Russian ath- 
letic reports, Pétrov is 
larger, stronger and 
meaner than Nikita so 
their battles could be some 
of the most awesome of 
1987. 

Hulk Hogan is definitely 
having his problems with 
Kamala, the Ugandan 
Headhunter. In their first 
match in Madison Square 
Garden the referee de- 
clared the match a double 
disqualification after ex- 
cessive out of the ring 
fighting. Now Hogan is 
prepared for war! Kamala 
is currently the most awe- 
some wrestler in the WWF 
and the Wildman would 
love nothing better than to 
own the Hulk’s belt. Be- 
side the Headhunter is 
looking to send Hogan out 
of the ring on a stretcher. 


Col. De Beers is feuding with 


The Hulk has to be wary of 
Kamala, Hercules Hernan- 
dez, and Paul Orndorff. In 
addition it’s getting to look 
more and more that Andre 
the Giant will sign on with 
Bobby Heenan. 

Superfly Jimmy Snuka 
has triumphantly returned 
to the ring after suffering 
his third serious neck in- 
jury in three years. The 
latest injury, courtesy of 
Colonel DeBeers, has 
once again put the island 
sensation on the offensive 
as he attempts to get re- 
venge on the racist South 
African. After witnessing 
their first battles, a long 
bloody feud can be ex- 
pected. 

Another man coming off 
of the injured list is Ricky 
“The Dragon” Steamboat. 
The Dragon returns after 
having his larnyx crushed 
by Randy Savage. Al- 
though there are conflict- 
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THESE BEAUTIFUL BOXING POSTERS ARE THE 
PROMOTIONAL POSTERS FROM SOME OF THE 
MOST CLASSIC FIGHTS OF ALL-TIME. EACH POS- 
TER IS PRICED ACCORDING TO IT’S RARITY. ALL 
POSTERS ARE MUTLI-COLORED, UNLESS OTHER- 
WISE NOTED. THE SUPPLY OF EACH POSTER IS 
EXTREMELY LIMITED. THESE POSTERS ARE IDEAL 
FOR FRAMING. POSTERS ARE MAILED IN CRUSH 
PROOF TUBES. 


TO ORDER: COMPLETE THE FORM BELOW. 
PLEASE ORDER AT YOUR EARLIEST CONVEN- 
1ENCE, AS ORDERS WILL BE ACCEPTED ON A 
FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVED BASIS, WHILE SUPP- 
LIES LAST. 
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| ALI-FRAZIER ($30) 
CL) ALI-SHAVERS ($25) 
(] DURAN-MOORE ($20) 
-] LEONARD-DURAN 

(closed circuit poster) ($10) 
(J ALI-NORTON ($19) SOLD-OUT 
(J HOLMES-WITHERSPOON ($10) 
(1) ARGUELLO-PRYOR ($10) 
NEW! 
Lj) VITO AUNTUEFERMO COMEBACK ($15) 
[] HAGLER vs. HEARNS ($20) 
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ing doctor reports on 
whether or not he should 
return, Steamboat has 
ignored his doctors orders. 
He wants to pay back the 
Macho Man and has 
vowed to go to whatever 
length is needed to get his 
revenge. 

It looks like there is 
trouble brewing among the 
Four Horsemen as Arn, 
Tully, Ric and J.J. have 
been ignoring Ole Ander- 
son during interviews and 
in their tag team matches. 
Arn has even gone as far 
as saying that Ole isn’t as 
sharp as he used to be. 
Don’t be surprised when 
the elder statesman finds 
himself the victim of the 
same kind of attack he 
usually dishes out! 

AWA Champion Nick 
Bockwinkel has a fight on 
his hands trying to hold 


onto his championship 
against the challenges of 
Larry Zbyszko, Scott Hall 
and Curt Hennig. Recently 
Nick and Hennig fought to 
a time limit draw on 
ESPN’s “AWA Champion- 
ship Wrestling.” By the 
end of the match both men 
were covered with blood. 
With matches like these 
on the horizon, Nick’s 
fourth title reign will be his 
toughest. 

Another man who is 
also gunning for Bock- 
winkel’s belt is Leon “Bull 
Power” White, the former 
offensive tackle for the Los 
Angeles Rams. White 
recently returned to the 
states from Austria where 
he became the first Ameri- 
can to win the World Cup 
Tournament with an upset 
victory over former AWA 
Champ Otto Wanz in the 


Percival Pringle Ill is creating 
mayhem in theworld class area. 
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Magnum TA is recovering 


nicely in his home in Charlotte. 


Dress Like A Pro! 
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5 
6* 
7 


MLB TEAM JERSEY-Doubleknit Sandlite by 
Medalist. Home or away. Boys or Mens S- 
M-L-XL. Replica $24.95. Pro esey (Same 
worn by team in Mens sizes only) $69.95 
BATTING PRACTICE JERSEY-100% stretch 
Sandlite py eedalt Same tee issued 
to teams. Mens sizes S-M-L-XL $34.95, 
NBA TEAM JERSEY-Authentically styled 
Home and away. Polyester doubleknit 
Boys and Mens S-M-L-XL. Replica $22.95 
Pro Jersey (Same worn by team in Mens 
sizes only) $59.95 

NFL JERSEY-By Medalist. Tricot Mesh 
Home or ayer Mens and Boys S-M-L-XL 
Replica $24 95. Pro Jersey (Same worn by 
team in Mens sizes only) $45.00 

NHL HOCKEY JERSEY-Lightweight polyester 
with embrodiered crest. By Maska. Home 
or away. Boys and Mens S-M-L-XL. $45.00 
Heavyweight jersey. $65.00 

EMBLEM T SHIAT-50-50 by Champion. Silk 
screen ae on front. Boys and Mens S-M- 
L-XL. $9.95 

TEAM JACKET-By Starter Heavy quilted 
satin. Snap front. Knit collar and cuffs 
Mens S-M-L-XL. $87.50. (Optional sewn 
name on back $30.00) 


8* PENNANTS/BADGES/BUMPER STICKERS- 
Show your colors! 12” x 30° pennant $2.50 
37" Pawar 25.6" badge $2.50. 12” bumper 


strip. $1 

i) NFL PROHELMET-RTS-1 Model by Rawlings 
Same used in NFL games. Large mylar 
team emblems on sides, 4-point chinstrap 
Sone (Optional 2-bar or 3-bar face mask 
1 ) 


10 TEAM CaPs-A—MLB wool cer. sizes 6! 
through 7°s. $19.95. B—MLB Old-Time wool 
cap. $22.50. C—‘Lucky Stripe. Reg or 
Large $13.95 D—NFL wool cap {one size 
fits all) $17.95 E—*Painters cap. Reg. or 
Large $6.95 


CUSTOM LETTERING-Sewn 8" or 10” numbers 
$3.00 each. Vinyl 8” or 10° $2.00 each. Sewn 
shoulder 4” numbers $2.00 each. Vinyl 4” 
$1.25 each. Sewn 3” letters $1.40 each 
Vinyl 40¢ per letter 


*All National Football League. Major Feague 
Baseball. National Basketball Association. Na- 
tional NGGKEy League. United States Footbal! 
League. North American Soccer League. and 
major colleges 


Money Back Guarantee! 


EEUU TIIITEETIU TIPS ITI 
= Postage, handling: Order less than $20.00 add $3.00. Orders more 

= han $20.00 add $4.00. Specif sa eaey size. Youth scat 
mm M(10-12), L(12-14). Adult $(34-36), (38-40). L(42-44), XL (46-48). 


Total 


Unit 
Item No. | Qty. | Description/Team | Size | Price | Price 


Send orders to: 
Sports Locker Room 
Dept. TP 
P.O. Box 2307 
Rohnert Park, CA 94928 


For charges call (707) 584-1290 


ae — _ = —— 
Address = = — > —* 
ove — = State Zip 
© Mastercard ©) VISA (© American Express 

—_ ~ Exp. Date _ 
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women’s world title. 


Terry Funk is 
still upset with 
the Junkyard Dog. 


Wendi Richter has the NWF 


final tournament round. 

With his size and speed 
White looks like a cham- 
pion of the future. 

NWA World Tag Team 
Champions, Rick Rude 
and Manny Fernandez find 
themselves on the most 
wanted list as they have 
the Road Warriors, Rock 
‘n Roll Express, Rhodes 
and Koloff, the Midnight 
Express and the Ander- 
sons after their belts. For 
some reason the current 
champions are hated by 
everyone, heroes and 
villians alike. Fighting 
against odds like this, its 
going to be very hard to 
hold on to their title. 

The United States Tag 
Team Champions, Barry 
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are all smiles of late. 


Windham and Ronnie 
Garvin, are on a roll after 
upsetting Ivan Koloff and 
Krusher Krushchev in their 
first match together! Al- 
ready the champions are 
embroiled in a raging con- 
troversy with the Midnight 
Express, who see them as 
the stepping stone en 
route to the world belts. 

In the Central States, 
Superstar Bill Dundee 
defeated Sam Houston for 
the Central States title. 

Tully Blanchard and J.J. 
Dillon have added a bonus 
to their NWA World Televi- 


| sion title by offering 
| $10,000 to the man who 


can defeat Blanchard 


| within the time limit they 
| set for the match. 


In a surprise move, Mr. 
Saito has returned to the 
AWA tougher and meaner 
than ever. Recently Saito, 
Larry Zbsyzko and the 
Super Ninja attacked Nick 
Bockwinkel leaving him 
lying in the ring, then Greg 
Gagne and Scott Hall also 
became victims of their 
savage attack. 

Brian Adidas has sur- 


Tully Blanchard & JJ Dillon 


hs 


prised everyone in World 
Class Wrestling by turning 
on the Von Erichs and 
siding with Al Madril. Adi- 
das attack on Kerry and 
Kevin was a recreation of 
an incident that happened 
with Chris Adams several 
years ago. 

The Midnight Rockers 


| have demanded a cage 


match against Buddy Rose 
and Doug Somers to settle 
their long running feud 
over the AWA World Tag 
Team belts. But, the cham- 
pions are dead set against 
the idea claiming that the 
Rockers don’t deserve any 
more title shots. 

“Outlaw” Ron Bass is 
now doing his thing in the 
WWF. It looks like Bass 
will side with J.J. Funk in 
his Texas war against 
Blackjack Mulligan. 

Billy Jack Haynes and 
Hercules Hernandez are 
both claiming to possess 
the strongest full nelson. A 
showdown between the 
two now appears inevita- 
ble. 

The Rock and Roll 
RPM's; Mike Davis and 


“The Best of Football Follies” is 44 minutes of 
football at its funniest. Slap-stick action, clever par- 
odies, coaches’ hilariously candid sideline comments 
and slow motion NFL action set to classical music 
will have viewers laughing again and again. 

All football fans will savor watching the NFL's 
most intimidating defenders, past and present, as they 
stalk and stop ball carriers. “NFL Crunch Course” 
has captured the NFL’s greatest hits and hitters in 
all of their pad-popping glory. The intensity of con- 


Humor, 

Hits and 

History... 
hia EOTAPES 


from 
NFL Films 


New! Two of the most enter- 
taining football videotapes ever 
created: “The Best of Football 
Follies” and “NFL Crunch 
Course.” Specially priced at 
only $19.95 each! 


tact in this 43-minute tape will have fans “oohing 
and aahing.” 

At $19.95 these two terrific titles belong in every 
football fan’s permanent videotape collection. And 
don’t forget, NFL Films Videotapes are gifts that can 
be enjoyed again and again. 

Order now by filling out the order form below 
or call Toll Free (800) NFL-TAPE. Over 100 different 
NFL videotapes are available. Request our free color 
catalog. 


ORDER TOLL FREE 
800/NFL-TAPE 
(During Office Hours) 

In NJ 609-778-1600 

ask for ext. 301 


Add $8.00/tape for overseas shipment. Add 
$1.00/tape for Mexican and Canadian ship- 
ments. Add $1.00/tape for all APO and FPO 
shipments. New Jersey residents add 6% 
sales tax. 


My VCR is (check one) OVHS OBETAI! 


0 Please send me your free brochure. 
O THE BEST OF FOOTBALL FOLLIES: 
44 min. $19.95 


O NFL CRUNCH COURSE: 
43 min. $19.95 


OTHER NFL FILMS FAVORITES: 

O THE MEN WHO PLAYED THE GAME: 
85 min. $49.95 

Entertaining profiles on 10 NFL person- 
alities including Frank Gifford, Bart 
Starr, Deacon Jones, Walt Garrison, 
George Blanda, and Paul Hornung. 


O THE SUPER BOWL CHRONICLES: 
7 hrs. $199.99 

A three tape compilation of the 23- 
minute programs for each of the first 18 
Super Bowls. 


O THE NFL’S BEST EVER RUNNERS 
46 min. $39.95 

Although it was updated in 1985, Jimmy 
Brown is still the clear-cut choice over 
Walter Payton, Gale Sayers, and O.J. 
Simpson as the best ever. 


Check/Money Order enclosed for $ 
Charge to my credit card $ 


OvisA Oi MasterCard 


O American Express 


Credit Card Number 


Expiration Date 


Signature 
(required to fill orders) 


ADDRESS 


CITY STATE Ale 


PHONE 


Send cassette order to: 
NFL FILMS VIDEO 
Dept. TP 

330 Fellowship Road 
Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054 
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KODAK... Official Videotape Supplier to the NFL 


WRESTEING 


CONFIDENTIALLY SPEAKING... 


Tommy Lane are rolling 
into the World Class area. 
The Fantastics are also 
expected to return to the 
WC territory. 

Jason the Terrible con- 
tinues to feud with the 
Invader in the Caribbean. 
Another hot Caribbean 
feud pits the mighty TNT 
against Universal cham- 
pion Carlos Colon. 

Sam Houston is now 


The fans have really taken 


— 


doing his thing in the UWF. 


to the likeable Texan. 

In a surprise upset 
Hacksaw Jim Duggan lost 
a “Loser Leave Town”’ 
match in Jackson, Miss. 
Due to his defeat Duggan 
had to forfeit his share of 
the UWF tag team title. A 
tournament is now under- 
way to find a new cham- 
pion. 

Kevin Sullivan has re- 
turned to Florida and the 
maniacal Bostonian is as 
nasty as ever. 


Doug Sommers body slams 
Sean Michaels to the floor. 
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Misty: Blue has been 


| keeping a very busy 


schedule of late. The 


beautiful Ms. Blue recently | 


| completed a major NWA 


tour and another is in the 
works. 

“Polish Power” Ivan 
Putski continues to draw 


| huge crowds wherever he | 
| appears. Recently 1,400 


fans turned out in Sheeps- 
head Bay H.S. in Brooklyn, 
N.Y. to see the General of 
the Polish army take on 
the insane “Dr. D”, David 
Schultz. Their match 
lasted twenty minutes and 
was action packed from 
start to finish. Both men 
looked to be in superb 


| condition but in the end 


| The Superfly catches Larry 
| Zbyszko in a side headlock. 


the General, with his pat- 
ented Polish Hammer had 
the mad doctor running for 
cover. 

Have you seen the Gor- 
geous Ladies of Wrestling 
yet? If you haven't you 
should check out the 
GLOW girls. These ladies 
look super and besides 


| they even know how to 


wrestle. 

That's all for now. We 
hope you enjoyed our first 
edition. We will be anx- 
iously awaiting your letters 
and comments. With your 


input Wrestling Confiden- | 
tial could become the best | 


magazine on the news- 
stand today. WE TELL IT 
LIKE ITIS! @ 


SPORTS BOOKSHELF 
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BOXING 


2034 ALI AND ME: THROUGH THE ROPES by Rich- 
ard Kaletsky - $4.64. An excellent book on Ali 
and on boxing. Includes 20 full page action 
photos. This book has received excellent re- 
views, Sale $4.00. 


2029 BOXING, AN ILLUSTRATED HISTORY by Har- 
ry Carpenter - Sale Price - $42.00. 


2034 MCILVANNEY ON BOXING, AN ANTHOLO- 
GY by Hugh Mclivanney - $14.95. Sale $6.50. 
The acknowledged best writer on boxing to- 
day, Three main themes: Ali; British Boxing over 
the last 20 years; and careers of some of the 
best Mclivanney has seen as Leonard, Monzon, 
Ortiz and many more. 


$C84 RING RECORD BOOK AND BOXING ENCY- 
CLOPEDIA, 1982 - $46.50. 


2026 RING RECORD BOOK AND BOXING ENCY- 
CLOPEDIA, 1983 by Ring Magazine, editor Bert 
Randolph Sugar - $27.95. Completely updated 
through all of ‘82 - the most complete boxing 
tecord book in history, over 1100 pages 


$C65 MUHAMMED ALI, A SEE AND READ BOOK - 
Super Sale - 50¢. 


2000 THE HOLY WARRIOR, MUHAMMED ALI, AN 
ILLUSTRATED BIOGRAPHY by Don Alyeo and Fe- 
lix Dennis - Sale price $4.95. 


842 THE SWEET SCIENCE by A.J. Liebling - $4.95. 
First published in 1956 - A collection of articles in 
prizefighting and fighters (a softcover reprint) 
Sale $4.00. 


2017 SOMEBODY DOWN THERE LIKES ME TOO by 
Rocky Graziano with Ralph Corsel - $42.95. This 
sequel to “Somebody Up There Likes Me™ cov- 
ers the 25 years since that first book which was 
a best-seller and a super movie. Sale $40.50. 


2037 | AM KING by David King - Sale $41.50. A 
photographic biography by Muhammed All. 


2044 HISTORY OF BOXING by Peter Arnold. 
Was $30.00 - Only $42.75. An oversized 9'2x13 
hardcover with 80 color and 110 B/W illustra- 
tions and pics 


WRESTLING 
ALL-STAR 
CARDS 


These card sets were originally published by 
arrangement with WWF, AWA, NWA and 
MSWA promoters and were offered for sale 
at wrestling matches across the country. 
Now the remaining sets of these cards are 
available. 


Original Series - *7.50 
4982 Serles - *6.00 
4983 Serles - *6.00 


All 3 Sale - $47.00 


WRESTLING 


2061 WRESTLING: THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE 
UGLY by G. Napolitano and Bert Sugar - Sale 
$9.98. A pro wrestling spectacular. With excel- 
lent text, photos, charts, statistics and every- 
thing you want to know about the pro wrestling 
scene. Sale $9.00. 


2071 WRESTLING’S GREAT GRUDGE MATCHES by 
Bert Randolph Sugar and George Napolitano 
- $9.98. Hulk Hogan and Mr, T. vs. Roddy Piper 
and Paul Orndorff, Wendy Richter and Cyndi 
Lauper vs. Lilani Kai: and Fabulous Woolah; Sgt 
Slaughter vs. The Iron Sheik, Andre The Giant vs. 
Big John Studd, Kerry Von Erich vs. Ric Flair: The 
Road Warriors vs. The Fabulous Ones, and many 
many more great grudge matches. Loaded 
with never before seen photos. Sale $9.00. 


SPECIAL ORDER 


both hard cover books 


for only $46.00 


2054 THE WRESTLING TECHNIQUES HANDBOOK 
by Tadaaki Hatta, $7.95. Based on the principle 
of leverage - the hows and whys of all moves 
Sale $7.00. 


2060 THEY CALL IT WRESTLING, A PICTORIAL AN- 
THOLOGY OF THE AMERICAN WRESTLER by 
Wade Schalles $29.95. A big and beautiful 
photo history. Sale $24.00. 


2058 CANADIAN WRESTLING SKILL AWARDS 
PROGRAM by the Ontario Amateur Wrestling 
Association - $46.00. Sale $42.50. 


2084 THE ALL STAR WRESTLING POSTCARD BOOK 
by Bert Randolph Sugar and George Napoli- 
fano - $4.95. 32 collector cards in full color, 
perforated. ready for use (can be mailed) of 
your favorite stars Sale $4.50. 


BASKETBALL 


4478 THE COMPLETE BOOK OF BASKETBALL - A 
New York Times Scrapbook History. $14.95 - 
Sale $6.50. Fascinating details about college 


and pro basketball from the pages of the New 


York Times. 


SPORTS BOOKSHELF 
P.O. BOX 392 Dept. TP 
RIDGEFIELD, CT. 06877 


; Unders9.99 -$2.25 
$10.00-$19.99 - $3.75 
$20,00-$34.99 - $5.00 
Over $35.00 -6.25 


© Catologue $2.00 — FREE with ony order 


HOCKEY 


41096 THE NEW YORK ISLANDERS, COUNTDOWN 
TO A DYNASTY by Barry Wilner - was $410.95-- 
only $4.50 (p). How they got to the top, about 
the detours and pitfalls they encountered, 
about the joys of success — told on a year-by- 
year basis. 


4260 THIN ICE, A SEASON IN HELL WITH THE NEW 
YORK RANGERS by Larry Sloman - $42.95 - Sale 
$4.50. During 1980 the author travelled with the 
Rangers to chronicle the lives of the players, 
coaches, execs, wives, girl friends, and fans. 
From the games, the practices, the locker 
rooms, the bars, the benefits...he missed 
nothing. 


4493 THE GOALTENDER AND GOALTENDING by 
John Marshall - $2.95. Part of the Canadian 
hockey library. Sale $2.75. 


4283 THE HOCKEY TRIVIA BOOK by Bruce Coo- 
per and Gene Hart - $9.95. Sale $8.00. 


1249 THE NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE 4984-85 
OFFICIAL GUIDE AND RECORD BOOK by the NHL 
- was $43.95, Only $44.00. 


41290 THE NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE 1985-86 
OFFICIAL GUIDE AND RECORD BOOK by the NHL 
- $44.95. Sale $42.50. 


4297 THE NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE OFFICIAL 
HA oe RECORD BOOK - Special sale price 
3.00. 


4294 THE NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE OFFICIAL 
4982-83 GUIDE - Special sale price $3.00. 


41298 THE NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE OFFICIAL 
4983-84 GUIDE, 600 pilus pages for only $5.50. 


209 THE HOCKEY | LOVE by Vladislav Tretyak. 
$7.50. Sale $4.50. The great Russian goalie pulls 
no punches, revealing his inner feelings and 
dedication towards hockey. He frankly analyzes 
the differences between the North American 
and Soviet styles of play and vividly describes 
his best and worst moments 


456 THE TRIUMPHANT ISLANDERS, HOCKEY'S NEW 
DYNASTY by Sian Fischler. $4.95. Sale price 
$1.95. Superb photography. One of tne color 
commentators for the Islanders does an excel- 
lent job in tracing their roots. 


451 BASIC HOCKEY STRATEGY by Richard B. Lyi- 
tle - paper - Sale $4.95. A useful manual for all 
hockey players. From the fundamentals to the 
finer points of play, here is a clearly-written 
guide for every hockey player seeking to im- 
prove his gome. 


$C269 ILLUSTRATED ICE HOCKEY RULES by Phil 
and Tony Esposito with Hal Bock (4974) - $2.00. 
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Why didn’t Mansfield speak 
up when he had the chance? 
Why did he tell reporters the 
wrestling business was on the 
level? 

“Fear,” he said simply. 
“You're afraid of what the pro- 
moters will do if you speak up. 
They'll cut you off, they'll tell 
other promoters not to use you. 
That’s No. 1 

“The other thing is you’re 
embarrassed. | never wanted to 
tell anyone I made $35 for a 
show. Id strut around like a big 
shot and I might have just 
enough to buy a hamburger at 
Hardee’s. 

“No matter how badly a 


wrestler is being treated,” Mans- 
field said, “he'll protect the busi- 


ness. Why? Because there is 
some promoter telling him to 
hang on ’cause he’s this close to 
making it big. 


“It’s promises, promises. 
They say, ‘We’re gonna do this 
and that for you.’ You want so 
bad to believe it that you go 
along. I sold my clothes to pay 
for wrestling lessons. All my 
dreams were tied up in the busi- 
ness. 

“They cut my heart out and 
left me to die,’ Mansfield said. 
“They're so quick to tell you 
about the (wrestlers) who are 
making big money. But there 
are a thousand guys who don’t 
make diddily...” 


Mansfield: “No matter 
how badly a wrestler is 
being treated, he’ll 
protect the business.” 


Hulk Hogan, the World 
Wrestling Federation’s heavy- 
weight champion, earns 


$750,000 a year. That’s more 
than a number of National 
Football League stars. 

Virgil Runnels, better known 
as Dusty Rhodes, makes 
$500,000. He has a ranch near 
Tampa, Fla., and a condo in 
Vail, Colo. He reads The Wall 
Street Journal every morning to 
check on his investments. 

Ric Flair claims to have his 
own plane and yacht. He drives 
a Mercedes and wears an 
$8,000 robe lined with fur and 
leather by Gucci. 

Clearly, there is money in 
professional wrestling. The busi- 
ness grosses $250 million a 
year. Live attendance is up 32 
percent. Sponsors are paying 
$30,000 for a 30-second spot 
on World Federation telecasts. 
The big names get their slices. 

But for other wrestlers, the 
bad guys and fall guys, it is of- 
ten a struggle to survive. They 
travel town-to-town, usually 
driving their own cars, picking 


“ 


up purses that range from $25 
to $200. 

In most cases, the wrestlers 
pay their own expenses. A pre- 
liminary boy can earn $35 for a 
match in Kansas City and be 
tapped out (dinner and a tank 
of gas) before he hits the turn- 
pike. It’s a tough life with little 
glamor and less security. 

There is no medical or dis- 
ability insurance and no pen- 
sion plan. If a wrestler breaks 
his leg falling out of the ring all 
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he gets trom the promoter is his 
night’s wages and directions to 
the nearest hospital. 

“There are guys starving to 
death and there are guys mak- 
ing a fortune,” said Terry Funk, 
a veteran who has seen both 
sides. 

Funk began wrestling for $15 
a night in Middlefield, Tenn., in 
1966. Today, he owns a cattle 
ranch in Amarillo, Tex. The 
key, Funk said, is hanging 
around long enough for the 
right people to notice you. 


In the WWF, a dozen wres- 
tlers earn more than $100,000. 
Proven attractions such as An- 
dre the Giant and Jimmy “Su- 
perfly” Snuka make twice that. 
They fly to major cities and stay 
in nice hotels. That’s the first 
string. 

The others—too inexperi- 
enced, too bland or too rebel- 
lious—trudge along in the mi- 
nor leagues. Mansfield—a Gulf 
Coast headliner who was de- 
moted after a run-in with an 
Atlanta promoter—kept the pay 
stubs from his last tour in 1983. 

They read: 


1 


e April 14—Kansas City, 
$65. 

e April 16—Fort Scott, Kan.., 
$50 

e April 17—Des Moines, 
lowa, $85 

e April 18—Wichita, Kan., 
$65. 

Earlier, Mansfield recalled 
drawing a $65,000 gate in San 
Antonio, He says he was prom- 
ised $5,000 plus a $1,000 bo- 
nus if he let his opponent cut 
his hair in the ring. Mansfield 
agreed. 

The show packed ‘em in and 
the promoter added to his 
profits by selling the Continental 
Lover’s hair ($2 a bag) at the 
souvenir stand. Mansfield’s pay 
for the evening: $1,500. 


Mansfield: “They cut my 
heart out and left me to 
die.” 


“Sure, the promoter lied to 
me,” Mansfield said, “but what 
was I gonna do, call a cop? As 
a wrestler, you have no union, 
no court of appeals, no rights 
basically. 

“The man hands you an en- 
velope and says, ‘Take it or 
leave it.” The bookers tell you, 
‘If you don’t like it, quit.’ Fi- 
nally, that’s what | did. 

“I don’t believe half the stuff 
about how rich these stars are. 
They'd like you to believe that. 
I can show you stories they put 
out on me when | was hot, say- 
ing ‘The Continental Lover has 
seven cars and lives ina 
$300,000 house.’ It was all bull 


“| had an apartment in San 
Antonio and | was driving the 
circuit in one car, an Olds Cut- 
lass. These promoters use you 
every which way they can. 
They tell you how to act, what 
to wear, what to say, when to 
win, when to lose, even when 
to bleed. 

“To get to the top and stay 


there, you 
have to sell your 
soul,” Mansfield said. “I 
couldn't do that. I was treated 
like a piece of meat for seven 
years. That’s long enough.” 

No one in the business—no 
wrestlers, promoter or even 
trade writer—will admit the 
sport is a sham. Wrestlers, 
glower when the question is 
raised. Promoters are indig- 
nant. Publicists are incredulous. 

Look at the injuries, they 
say. Didn’t you hear about 
Bruno Sammartino’s broken 
neck? How about Ray Gunkel, 
the wrestler who died in At- 
lanta? David “Doctor D” 
Schultz has had both knees dis- 
located and both shoulders sep- 
arated. 


Mansfield: “I cut myself 
in the same spot seven 
straight nights.” 


The active wrestlers say they 
go all out. WWF heavyweight 
Ron Shaw says the winner is 
paid more than the loser, for 
one thing. And, like a boxer, a 
wrestler needs to compile an 
impressive record to earn a title 
shot. 

“That’s a crock,” Mansfield 
said. “You'll get a title shot 
when they (the promoters) de- 
cide, then they'll tell you 
whether you’re gonna win or 
not. They're writing the story, 
you're just reading the lines.” 


How about the blood? 

“That’s the promoters call, 
too,” Mansfield said. “He'll 
come in the dressing room and 
say, | want juice tonight.’ That 
means blood. If he says, ‘I want 
double juice’ that means the 
babyface (the good guy) has to 
use the blade, too. 

“| laugh when people say we 
use fake blood or blood cap- 
sules. That blood is real, we cut 
ourselves. We have little-bitty 
razors in our wristbands or 
trunks. Some guys have them 
in their mouths. At the right 
moment, we pull ’’em out and 
use ’em. 

“You look at most wrestlers 
and they have a ridge of scar 
tissue right here (forehead). All 
it takes is one nick in the right 
spot and the blood will flow. It’s 
not hard to do. Babyface dis- 
tracts the crowd by talking to 
the ref, that gives me time to 
get the blade. 

“Then he slams my head in 
to the ring post, | shoot my 
hands up to my face and zip. 
The blood spurts out and the 
crowd goes wild. I cut myself in 
the same spot seven straight 
nights. I hated it but the bookers 
told me | was paying my dues. 

“It sounds crazy now, | know, 
but it made sense at the time.” 
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THE HULK 
TRIUMPHS! 


When the popular champion defeated 
Kamala, the fans stood and cheered. Kamala 
was tough, but Hogan was more than ready. 


By BERLIN SCOTT 


MWWF champion, Hulk Ho- around the country. In their 
gan can breathe alittle easier battles the Hulk looked tired 


now. For several weeks it and weak. The constant travel 
looked to all that the Hulk’s and his numerous title de- 
reign was in serious trouble as_fenses appeared to be taking 
Kamala, the Ugandan Head- __ its toll on the Hulkster. Kama- 
hunter chased the champ all la’s manager, the Wizard, 


knew this and figured that Ka- 
mala was the man who was © 


The Hulk, wearing his war 
paint, attacks Kamala. 
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finally going to dethrone the 
Hulkster. 

“It’s written in the stars,” 
the Wizard stated. “Hulk Ho- 
gan has met his match, I’ve 
been in touch with the Grand 
Master from his berth halfway 
between the moon and New 
York City. I’ve got it on good 
authority that the white bengal 
tiger will fall! He’s weak. He’s 
tired. He’s through, and it will 
be my great headhunter who 
will scalp the champion.” 

Hulk heard the ominous 
warning, but he merely 
shrugged it off as in incoher- 
ent ranting from a vicious 
madman, But the Wizard per- 
sisted. He continued to predict 
the demise of the champion. 
In fact the more he said it, the 


Kamala body slams the Hulk. 


more it got under the Hulk’s 
skin. Finally Hogan responded 
and in his own inimitable style 
put down the Wizard, Ken 
Chie and Kamala. 

Thus after much pre match 
ballyhoo, it was time for the 
big showdown. Madison 
Square Garden was packed to 
the rafters with Hulkamaniacs 


of all shapes, sizes and colors. 


It seemed that everyone 
couldn’t wait to see the Hulk 
finish off Kamala. Even the 
biggest Hulk fans, however, 
were a little wary of Kamala. 
Prior to his showdown with the 
champ, Kamala had sent sev- 
eral wrestlers to the hospital 
with his “big splash.” 
Included in his group were; 
George Steele, Moondog Spot 
and S.D. Jones. No one 
wanted to believe that the 


Frida toa, % 
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Ugandan Headhunter would 
do the same to Hulk. Yet, 
many were worried. They re- 
membered that the last time 
Hogan faced a man as large 
as Kamala, he spent the night 
in the hospital. Would Kama- 
la’s big splash have the same 
effect on the Hulk as Bundy’s 
avalanche had? That was the 
nagging question everyone 
wanted answered. 


The Wizard: “The White 
Bengal Tiger will fall. He’s 
weak! He’s tired!” 


Kamala, the Wizard and 
Ken Chie appeared first. The 
trio looked mean and menac- 
ing as they strolled around the 
ring awaiting the arrival of their 
opponent. When Hulk’s theme 
song, “Real American” blared 
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over the loudspeaker, the Gar- 
den filled with excitement and 
electricity. Hogan quickly 
sauntered down the aisle and 
climbed right into the ring 
where he confronted his chal- 
lenger. 

After the pre-match instruc- 
tions the match was underway. 
At the opening bell Hogan 

taunted Kamala by banging 

on his stomach the way Ka- 
mala always does. This was 
followed by a vicious exchange 
in center ring. Soon the 
champ was retreating and Ka- 
mala took the upper hand. 
Commentator Gorilla Monsoon 
even remarked that Kamala 
appeared to be Hogan’s 
toughest challenger to date. 
After tripping up Hogan, Ka- 
mala administered his “big 
splash.” The champ was out, 
but his superior strength saved 
him from defeat. After knock- 
ing Kamala off, Hogan went 
wild. He unloaded right after 
right, then even tried a clothes- 
line, but Kamala held his 
ground. Hogan looked bewil- 
dered, and momentarily took 
his mind off of the matter at 
hand. As he did, Ken Chie 
jumped up on the ring apron 
distracting the referee. With 
the ref’s back turned, the Wiz- 
ard threw his horn to Kamala 
and the headhunter immedi- 
ately used it as a battering 

ram on the champ. Although it 
weakened the champ, Hogan 
managed to come back just as 
strong as before. 

The tide continued to turn 
back and forth between the 
two combatants until the end 
of the bout. Right before the 
end Ken Chie once again dis- 
tracted the referee, and as he 
did the Wizard stuck his hands 
into the ring tripping Hogan. 
Kamala immediately seized 
upon the opportunity and de- 
livered the big splash. Then.as 
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the Wizard held down the 
champ’s legs, Kamala deliv- 
ered another. The Headhunter 
immediately turned the champ 
on his stomach and delivered 
two more big splashes. By this 
time, the referee saw what was 
happening and immediately 
disqualified Kamala. 


The Wizard: “My great 
headhunter will scalp the 
champion.” 


After the bout Bobby 
Heenan spoke to the Wizard 
and the Wizard gave his de- 
scription of the proceedings. 
‘We saw Kamala pin Hulk Ho- 
gan and then through a 
travisty of injustice Kamala 
was disqualified. This is the 
real champion and everyone 
here knows it! Kamala is the 
uncrowned champion!” As the 
Wizard spoke Hulk Hogan 
charged into the interview 
room, and a full scale riot 
broke out. 

If Hogan took Kamala lightly 
the first time out, he now knew 
exactly what he was up 
against. During an interview 
prior to his return with Kamala, 
Hogan stood with his back to 
the camera as he spoke toa 
reporter. Then as he faced the 
camera Hogan’s face was 
painted. ‘This is war,” the 
champ warned, “and | will be 
ready!” 

The return match was an- 
other wild affair. Once again 
Kamala and his entourage 
appeared first. When the mu- 
sic played and the Hulk walked 
out, his face was covered in 
war paint. This time around 
there was no time for posing 
and looking pretty. The Hulk 
knew he had a fight on his 
hands and went straight to- 
wards the source. Unlike their 
first encounter the Hulk took 
the early initiative and never 


lost it. In fact, after knocking 
Kamala for a loop Hogan ran 
out of the ring and grabbed 
Ken Chie. The champ pro- 
ceeded to ram his head re- 
peatedly into the metal turn 
post. After disposing of Ken 
Chie, Hogan returned to the 
ring just as the Wizard tossed 
his horn into the ring. This 
time, however, Hogan caught 
the horn himself and pro- 
ceeded to use it.on his chal- 
lenger. A few seconds later 
Kamala was on the mat grasp- 
ing for air. Seeing this, the 
champ immediately pounded 
on his victim for the pin and 
the victory. 

Once again good had tri- 
umphed over evil. Although 
the Hulk had his problems, he 
still managed to come out vic- 
torious over his much larger 
adversary, Kamala, the Ugan- 
dan Headhunter!®@ 


e « tooth. 


Wiz zard's soo 


ons ae 


Hogan chokes Kamala 
during their wild brawl. 
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LEON WHITE hurls Boris 
Zuchoff across the ring. 


Zuchoff’s leg- 


WHITE 


From Superbowl 
To Wrestling’s Superstardom 


After his victory in Australia’s World Cup 
Tournament Leon White, the former LA Ram 
star, is ready to conquer the AWA. 


By JOE SIRICO 


he return of Leon White to 
the AWA marks the transfor- 
mation of the former Los 
Angeles Ram offensive tackle 
into one of the sport’s fastest 
rising stars. While in Europe - 
from May through October, 
White competed in the World 
Cup Tournament in Graz, Aus- 


tria, where he became the first 
American to ever walk away 
with the top prize by defeating 
Otto Wanz in the final round. 

It was just one year ago that 
White entered the AWA follow- 
ing three grueling months ina 
Minnesota wrestling camp 
where he was tutored by Verne 
Gagne and Brad Rheingans. 
The switch from football to 


” The Bull twists Boris 


wrestling seemed natural for 
White; he mastered the quick 
moves necessary for profes- 
sional wrestling with the same 
proficiency that he mastered 
football. In his first career, he 
was an all-pro lineman as well 
as collegiate standout at the 
University of Colorado before 
being drafted by his hometown 
team, the Rams, for whom he 
was a member of the 1979 
Super Bowl team. 

When White first broke into 
wrestling, his style was very 
conservative. He remained 
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patient, allowing opponents to 
take the battle to him instead 
of taking the offensive. This 
approach was similar to the 
one he used in football on the 
line, where he battled charg- 
ing defensive tackles and line- 
backers who tried to get by 
him and sack the quarterback. 
This was a task in itself as few 
men succeeded in getting past 
White's 6'4”, 375 pound frame 
very often. 

From the start, White battled 
bad men like the Long Riders, 
King Kong Brody and Nord the 
Barbarian, stopping these 
crazed warriors in their tracks 
with his own brand of ring jus- 
tice. Once a wresiler earned 
White’s ire, he soon felt the 
pain of one of his flying tackles 
or shoulder blocks, which 
spelled defeat instantaneously. 
These impressive wins gave 
White several chances against 
former champion Stan Han- 
sen, who almost lost the belt 
to White a few times but man- 
aged to hang on due to luck 
and dirty tricks. 

What seemed like a promis- 
ing career almost ended 
abruptly when White was 
sneak attacked before a 
schedule match against Brody 
during an AWA television tap- 
ing. Brody and Sheik Adnan 
El’Kaissey took turns beating 
White’s leg with a steel chair, 
breaking his knee cap and 
shattering bones in his ankle 
and nearly ending his ability to 
walk, let alone wrestle. This 
horrendous attack went on for 
several minutes. Finally fellow 
wrestlers burst from the dress- 
ing room into the ring to chase 
Brody away and carry White to 
safety before the injuries 
would become crippling. 

After several months of re- 
habilitation, White was ready 
to return to action when he 
received an invitation to com- 
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pete in the World Cup Tourna- 
ment which was held each 
year in Austria. Top wrestlers 
from all over the world are in- 
vited to this tournament which 
crowns the champion after 
several months of grueling 
battles in European-style 
matches fought with rounds 
and not by American style 
rules. 

In the past, such Americans 
as John Studd and Sergeant 
Slaughter competed in the 
tournament but never could 
capture the championship due 
to the domination of Wanz, 
who is the European equiva- 
lent of Harley Race in domina- 
tion of their wrestling scene. 
White went into the tourna- 
ment as one of the biggest 
men entered and emerged the 
champion after defeating the 
best competition in Europe. 
His win over Wanz, the former 
AWA World Champion, thrust 
White from rookie to star in 
one giant leap as word of his 
championship reached Amer- 
ica. 

When White returned to the 
AWA, he sported a new look 
and new style as he became 
known as “Bull Power,” play- 
ing off of his nickname of the 
“Baby Bull.”” White now ap- 
peared with closely cropped 
hair and sported a red beard. 
He also exhibited a very ag- 
gressive ring style, 
charging 


White applies a 
standing arm 
lock on Boris Zuchoff. 


into the ring with the intensity 
and force of a charging bull 
unleashed in the bullfight 
arena. This new approach to 
wrestling has taken others by 
surprise as the normally placid 
White now aggressively main- 
tains ring law and order. 

One of his first orders of 
business upon returning was 
to declare war on Boris Zu- 
choff, the remaining member 
of the Sheik’s Army which 
nearly put White out of wres- 
tling. Although Zuchoff was 
not personally involved, he 
has the displeasure of guilt by 
association and White has 
targeted him as public enemy 
number one. Their matches. 
have been one sided; White 
uses his power and size to 
easily outclass Zuchoff before 
defeating him with one of his 
football-styled tackles. White 
also takes great delight in 
snatching Zuchoff’s Russian 
flag away from him and taunt- 
ing him with it while the crowd 
chants, “USA, USA, USA.” 

With the World Cup Cham- 
pionship behind him, the fu- 
ture looks bright for Leon 
White. He has all the tools to 
make it big, so watch Leon 
White as he dominates wres- 
tling as the newest big man in 
town.®@ 


The Anvil flies through the 
air onto his poor unsuspecting opponent. 


By JOHN O’LEARY 


As time goes on the Hart 
Foundation, Bret Hart and Jim 
Neidhart, get closer and closer 
to owning the elusive WWF 
tag team title. For the past six 
months the Foundation has 
been desperately trying to win 
the crown, but their attempts 
have always been turned back. 
Now, however, it looks as if 
they are finally championship 
bound. 

A great deal of credit for the 
current success of the Hart 
Foundation has to go to their 
diminutive manager, “The 
Mouth of the South,” Jimmy 
Hart. When Hart originally put 
the Anvil and the Hit Man to- 
gether, they were both compet- 
ing in opening bouts and their 
careers were at a virtual stand- 
still. But, Hart saw something 
in them that he liked. At the 
time, many in the managerial 
fraternity thought Jimmy Hart 
was nuts for signing up two 
prelims. However, it is now 
obvious that Hart knew exactly 
what he was doing when he 
signed Jim Neidhart and Brett 
Hart to a contract. 

Since their formation, the 
Hart Foundation have come a 
very long way and are now 
considered to be among the 
top tag teams in the sport. The 
Foundation holds victories 
over such top teams as the 
Killer Bees; Mike Rotundo and 
Dan Spivey; the Islanders and : =_- 
even the current champions, The Hart Foundation, Jim “The Anvil” Neidhart and 

Bret “Hit Man” Hart are quite a devastating duo. 


Since they first got together, they have come a long 
way and are now considered to be among the best 
tag teams in the game. 
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The Anvil’s strength has Dick 
Slater crying out in pain. 


the British Bulldogs in several 
non title bouts. 

These victories have cata- 
pulted them into the limelight, 
and they are now closing in on 
the Bulldogs hoping to end 
their title reign. In their bouts 
the Foundation has found a 
way to counter the Bulldog’s 
scientific style with their vi- 
cious brawling, and this has 
spelled victory for Hart’s 
forces. 

Since Captain Lou Albano’s 
retirement, the Hart Founda- 
tion have completely domi- 
nated the Bulldogs. They 
sorely miss their manager es- 
pecially when facing a team 
like the Hart Foundation. The 
Hart Foundation, meanwhile, 
have the benefit of Jimmy Hart 
on the outside of the ring. Hart 
keeps a constant watch on 


Their impressive wins over the Killer Bees, the 
Can-Am Connection and the Rougeau Brothers have 
sent their stock soaring. 


their opponents and points out 
any weaknesses via his trusty 
megaphone. This same mega- 
phone also doubles as a 
weapon when his men get into 
trouble. 

Lately it seems as if the Hart 
Foundation’s ace in the hole is 
controversial referee Danny 
Davis. Davis has officiated in 
some of their most question- 
able victories and many feel 
that the team has risen the 
ladder of success based 
mainly upon the fast three 


The Anvil trapes Davey Boy in the ropes. 


counts administered by Davis. 
All three men, however, vehe- 
mently denied any connection 
between themselves and 
Davis saying it is just luck on 
their part that a fair minded 
referee like Davis is assigned — 
to their important matches. 
Irregardless of whether Davis 
or another WWF official is 
present during their matches, 
the Hart Foundation has be- 
come an excellent wrestling 
machine. 

Their impressive wins over 
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the Killer Bees, the Can-Am 
Connection and the Rougeau 
Brothers have proven this and 
they are ready to reap their 
rewards. The Hart Foundation 
has worked very hard to get to 
the top and they will not be 
denied now. Jimmy Hart 
summed it up best when he 
said, “The Hart Foundation is 
wrestling at its finest. My men 
have proven that they can do it 
all and | promise you that it 
won't be long before we own 
the WWF tag team belts!” 

Will the Hart Foundation win 
the WWF tag team title? Don’t 
bet against it, especially if 
Danny Davis is the referee. @ 
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“The Mouth of the South,” 
Jimmy Hart is the man 
behind the success of the 
Hart Foundation. 
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The champ is about to apply 
his feared figure four leg lock on Dusty Rhodes. 
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YJ / Je in the ring . Ric Flair catches Ronnie 

6 The cham start of the actio”™ Garvin in his abdominal stretch. 
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Flair catches Magnum T.A. in his sleeper hold. 


The champ’s atomic elbow 
stuns Ronnie Garvin. 
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applying his python 
sleeperhold on his opponents. 
The python sleeper is a partic- 
ularly dangerous hold, and 
one which could cause perma- 
nent damage, even to the best 
of physical specimens—esp- 
cially, when it’s applied by 
someone as crazy as the 
Butcher. 

The situation had gone past 
the critical stage when it be- 
came clear that someone 
would have to stop Abdullah’s 
unchecked rampage of vio- 

42 


lence. Hart issued a final chal- 
lenge to Fritz Von Erich and it 
came about that, once again, 
Von Erich was compelled to 
step forward and defend his 
family’s honor in their home 
state. During a World Class 
telecast, Fritz and Gary signed 


_ the contract for a unique hold- 


vs-hold match between Von 
Erich and the Butcher. The 
rules were simple. A coin toss 
would decide who would apply 
his hold first. Would it be Ab- 
dullah, with his python sleeper, 
or would it be Von Erich, with 
the patented iron claw? 


The loser of the toss would 
have to endure the other 
man’s hold for a mandatory 
five seconds and then could 
use whatever means were at 
his disposal to try and break 
free. Then the positions would 
be reversed, and the other 
man would receive his oppor- 
tunity to test his hold. This 
switching would go on until 
one or the other was out on 
the mat. 

There were a few tense mo- 
ments for the fans when Fritz 
lost the coin toss and started 
the match as the recipient of 
the python sleeper, but Von 
Erich wasn’t the main man of 


Brody challenges Abdullah 
on behalf of Fritz Von Erich. 


Brody kicks Abdullah in the 
head. 


Fritz confronts the referee \ 
after the wild altercation. . 
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World Class for nothing, and it 
wasn’t very long before Fritz 
had things going his way. Von 
Erich so dominated Abdullah 
that Gary Hart was forced to 
throw in the towel and with- 
draw his man from the match. 
Of course, the story according 
to Hart is different, but when 
the referee saw the towel in 
the ring, he awarded the 
match to Von Erich. The bout, 
and the night, belonged to the 
legend of Texas, and Fritz’s 
well-wishers congratulated 
him and themselves. 

Fritz Von Erich is now free 
to return to his East Texas 
ranch for a while. Those in the 
know will realize that Gary 
Hart will eventually be back 
with yet another of the bizarre 
rulebreakers that he is famous 
for bringing to the Texas wres- 
tling scene. Everyone also 
knows that Fritz Von Erich 
would like nothing better than 
to be able to retire and enjoy 
the fruits of his long and suc- 
cessful career. Unfortunately, 
as long as the sport allows 
men like Gary Hart to bring 
wrestlers into the area like Ab- 
dullah the Butcher, Fritz Von 
Erich will have no peace of 
mind. There is still no hold in 
Texas to match the original 
iron claw, and while the fans 
may be content to let the youn- 
ger, more agile wrestlers fend 
off the threats posed by most 
of today’s rulebreakers, every- 
one knows where to look when 
the need arises for a giant- 
killer. Fritz Von Erich is still the 
man. Nobody does it better.@ 
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Abdullah is a bloody mess 
after the battle. 


The Assassin clobbers 
Maniac Matt Borne. 
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Miller and Abudahdein, who 
rushed to the ring to save Rip 
just in the nick of time. 

Assassin then rushed back 
to the television interview area 
to.explain his actions. 

“Rip Oliver you had that 
coming, you no good snake in 
the grass,” screamed the 
masked man. “You made my 
Momma lose her house and 
now I’m going to get you and 
make you pay for what you 

did. 

“You see,” explains Assas- 
sin, after | left the Northwest 
on a world tour to Japan, Aus- 
tria, Asia, Europe and Austra- 
lia,” | trusted my financial mat- 
ters to Rip Oliver, and.he 
neglected them. He didn’t 
make the payment on my 
momma’s house and she lost 
it. Oliver is going to pay 
dearly.” 

The feud between these two 
has been a barn burner. Each 
man has literally tried to put 
the other out of professional 
wrestling for good. They have 
fought in a number of street 
fights recently, one of those 
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The Assassin is flat on the 
mat after being attacked by Rip Oliver. 


being the Pacific Northwest 
Heavyweight Championship, 
the title of which Oliver held at 
the time. 

As a special stipulation to 
the street matches, Mike 
Miller, Abudahdein and the 
rest of the Clan are locked in a 
shark’s cage. They have been 
known to interfere in the past. 

The title match in Portland, 
Oregon was a barn burner, to 
say the least. Assassin and 
Oliver took the match into the 
crowd using chairs, tables, the 
bell and even the bleachers. 

Assassin finally got even 
with the Crippler as he 
dropped Oliver off the top rope 
and then pinned him to take 
the title. 

This is the hottest and dead- 
liest feud that the Pacific 
Northwest has seen in many a 
month, as these men really 
know one another. 

The Clan that Oliver has run 
for a number of years has 
been very strong, but no 
stronger than when the Super 
Assassin was second in com- 
mand. Could it be that the Su- 


per One was the brains behind 
the brawn? Is Rip Oliver not 
the master tactitian he claims 
to be? 

Looking at the records of 
both men, they have crippled 
opponents beyond any other 
wrestlers that have set foot in 
the Pacific Northwest. 

Oliver and Assassin have 
also been the most successful 
two men in the Northwest over 
the last ten years. Each has 
held the Northwest Title sev- 
eral times, and they have also 
been tag team champions. 
This parting of the waves was 
inevitable due to each man’s 
individual success and jeal- 
Ousy. 

Whatever the reason, be it 
the Assassin’s financial prob- 
lems or merely professional 
jealousy, Oliver and Assassin 
are out to prove one thing— 
they know how to maim an 
opponent. Unfortuntely, each 
may have to realize that the 
other is the best in the busi- 
ness.@ 

The Assassin shoulder 
blocks his opponent from 
behind. 
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Curt Bennig 
declares. 


“9'r tired of 
cetting kicked 


anid 


@Curt Hennig has been a profes- 
sional wrestler for seven years and 
is the son of the legendary Larry 
“The Ax” Henning. Although grow- 
ing up in a wrestling family helped 
Curt get his start in professional 
wresiling, it did not guarantee him 
star treatment. He’s had to pay his 
share of dues, but pay back time is 
now at hand. 

Curt’s career began slowly with 
his major success coming in tag 
team matches with his father. At the 


~ < tee J 
Hennig takes dead aim on Mr. Saito. 


Hennig and The Superfly double team Doug Sommers. 
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time they were billed as the “Ax 
Attack,” because of Larry’s favorite 
maneuver, “the Ax.” As a team they 
won quite a few matches and came 
very close to winning the AWA World 
Tag Team Championship from the 
Road Warriors, who were the cham- 
pions at the time. They abandoned 
their team late in 1985, when Larry 
Hennig decided to retire from wres- 
tling. Now Curt had to make it on his 
own. 

By this time Curt had the size to 


Be eS 


wrestle with the best, as he stood 
6’2” tall and weighed 245 pounds, 
and with six years of experience 
under his belt, Curt had become a 
skillful technician in the ring. He 
also had great agility, which was 
shown by his favorite maneuver, a 
flying dropkick off the top rope. But 
even with all of these attributes, 
Curt was still a little unsure of him- 
self in singles bouts. He had grown 
so accustomed to Tag Team wres- 
tling that he missed the Tag Team 
competition. And, soon he found the 
perfect man. 

Also, looking for a tag team part- 
ner at this time was “Big” Scott 
Hall. Hall is a mountain of a man. 
He stands 6’9” tall and is close to 
300 pounds. Hennig and Hall had 
become friends traveling together 
on the road and this friendship soon 
blossomed into a working relation- 
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ship.. The two felt Hall's strength 
would perfectly complement Hen- 
nig’s speed and experience and 
they were absolutely right. It didn’t 
take long before teams like the 
“Mad and Super Max,” and “‘Play- 
boy” Buddy Rose and ‘Pretty Boy” 
Doug Sommers went down to defeat 
at the hands of Hennig and Hall. 
These victories set up a January 
1986 title match against the then 
Champions ‘‘Gorgeous” Jimmy 
Garvin and Steve Regal. This was 
the same team that had somehow 
defeated the Road Warriors for the 
AWA Tag Tam Championship, so 
Hennig and Hall knew they were in 
for a battle. And, what a battle they 
had! In a match that lasted nearly 
an hour, Hennig and Hall won the 
match after Steve Regal suffered 
two cracked ribs and could not con- 
tinue. The new champs were under- 


Cat, Che Ss 
m behing. 


al Hennig attacks Sheik Adnan 
aa E/ Kassey outside the ring. 


standably thrilled by their victory 
and vowed to keep the belts for a 
long time to come. 

But along with new champions 
also come new challengers. The 
new contenders turned out to be 
“Playboy” Buddy Rose and ‘Pretty 
Boy” Doug Sommers. Although this 
pair was not as strong, quick or as 
agile as the champs, they worked 
well together. Finally in the Spring of 
1986, Rose & Sommers had earned 
a title snot and with the help of Colo- 
nel DeBeers, Rose & Sommers won 
the Belts from Hennig and Hall. This 
immediately set up a feud between 
Scott Hall and the “Colonel” from 
South Africa. Once again Curt Hen- 
nig was left on his own. 

This time however, Curt decided 


Curt Hennig hurls the The 
Blaster across the ring. 


Curt twists 
Zbyszko’s arm. 


not to get involved in a full time tag 
team situation. Sure he missed the 
prestige of being co-holder of the 
World Tag Team Championship, but 
more important to Curt, was the fact 
that it was time to prove himself as a 
top singles wrestler. To do this, how- 
ever he had to earn a title shot at 
the AWA World Heavyweight Cham- 
pion, Nick Bockwinkle. 

Curt knew that this was not going 
to be an easy task, but the time had 
come to make his move. Everyone 
however felt that Hennig was too 
nice a guy to make it to the top. How 
could this nice guy get past Larry 
Zbyszko, Colonel DeBeers, Jimmy 
“Superfly” Snuka, or the former 
Champion, Stan Hansen. Curt said 
it best in an interview with an- 
nouncer Larry Nelson, “I’m tired of 
being pushed around. This is just 
the beginning of a new Curt Hennig. 
| want Bockwinkle and when | get a 
hold of him, the World Heavyweight 
Championship will be mine.” 

Along with tougher approach, 
Curt was also acting tough in the 
ring. After losing the Tag Team Title, 
he was a bitter man and this showed 
both inside and outside of the ring, 
to friends and enemies alike. Hen- 
nig had now developed a quick tem- 
per and was a much more aggres- 
sive wrestler. When his scientific 
wrestling could not get the job done, 


Curt’s Boston Crab has Saito in pain. 


Curt would begin to kick and punch. 
This new style confused his friends. 
After a match in which he used 

quite a few illegal tactics to win is 
bout, Greg Gagne questioned him 
about this. Curt immediately an- 
swered him with a right hand to the 
jaw that knocked Gagne out cold. 
When a referee tried to calm Curt 
down, he too joined Gagne on the 
mat. Then, without explanation, 
Hennig walked out of the ring back 
to the solitude of his dressing room. 
Curt Hennig, however has not 
become a villain, but he is not about 
to let anyone stand in his way. One 


can hardly blame Hennig for his 
new aggressive style. He has been 
burned before for being too nice a 
guy and now he seems to have 
found the key to success. Curt, in 
fact is currently the number one 


‘contender for Nick Bockwinkle’s 


AWA World Heavyweight Champion- 
ship. He’s already wrestled the 
champion to a one hour draw and 
has proven that he definitely has the 
ability and the desire to win the belt. 
If he can only control the temper 
that we now know he has, Curt Hen- 
nig could become the next AWA 
World’s Heavyweight Champion.@ 
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Vicious Verne has a side 
headlock on Scott Doring. 
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Verne confronts Scott 
Doring. 


with them, they’ll be finished.” 

Right now Siebert has his 
sights set on winning the 
Northwest title. 

“| have an open contract 
and I’m willing to wrestle any- 
one be it Ricky Santana, 
Brady Boone or the Assas- 
sin.” Siebert states. ‘‘I’d love 
to get a shot at the masked 
man as he is the top dog in 
the area because he has the 
gold around his waist.” 

As a wrestler of the 1980’s 
Vicious Verne keeps himself in 
the know by watching video 
tapes and studying his future 
opponents at the evening’s 
matches. 


- pt tn. Vicious Verne stalks the ring. 
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“| watch video tape every- 
day of all other top wrestlers in 
the sport. | pick up new moves 
and counters to those moves 
by watching. | think the most 
important thing in wrestling is 
to keep one or two moves 
ahead of your opponent.” 

Many fans compare Vicious 
Verne to another top man who 
got his start in the Northwest 
some ten years ago, Playboy 
Buddy Rose. 

Buddy and Verne are cut of 
the same mold so to speak. 


They both are rather flashy in 
their ring garb, but down to 
basics when they get to the 
mat and wrestle. 

Both men have a disdain for 
the fans, and Verne especially 
dislikes it when the people 
boo him night after night. 

“Of course it bothers me to 
hear them boo me. | go out 
there and give 100% and what 
do | get?,”’ questioned Verne. 

“lll admit | go out to win 


and win the match in the 
shortest amount of time possi- 
ble. I’d do just about anything 
to win. | won’t ever break the 
rules, but I’ll bend them a lit- 
tle.” 

On being compared to the 
current AWA World Tag Team 
Champion Buddy Rose, Vi- 
cious Verne had this to say. 
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“That’s an honor. The Playboy 
is on top and that’s where | 
want to be, on top of the wres- 
tling world.” 

Siebert went on to say, “‘l 
want to be a world Champion 
just like any other wrestler. My 
goal isn’t to just get a shot at 
the heavyweight Champion- 
ship but to be the champion. 
There is a big difference from 
getting a shot and winning the 
title.” 

In the future the Weasel, 
check that “Vicious” Verne, 
sees wrestling turning more to 
the junior heavyweight class 
that to the super heavyweights 
that we see today. 

“| think the men in the 220- 
230 pound weight class are 
the future of this sport be- 
cause for every ten men in the 
lighter weights, there is only 
one 400 pounder. 

Speaking of promotional 
wars Siebert wishes for the old 
days when he was a fan. 

“| think that all the pro- 
moters should work together 
as they did many years ago. If 
wrestling is going to progress, 
* people are going to have to 
work together.” 


Siebert: “I have an open 
contract and I’m willing to 
wrestle anyone.” 


ng ‘Before leaving for his 
ees es Dor match, “Vicious” Verne left 
hii ee sleatl with one parting thought. “Vi- 
in his 1 cious” Verne Siebert has his 
future mapped out perfectly. 
He feels he will be champion 
Siebert: “Idemand __ Within two years and then rule 
to be known as the sport for the remainder of 
Vicious Verne!” the eighties, don’t count 
against it. “Vicious” Verne 
knows how to wrestle and he 
is getting better every day. ‘I 
will rule,” Verne insists. “Its in 
ae : - the Stars!’ We'll just have to 
Siebert stands in the ring wait and see whether it really 
ready for action. is written in the stars.@ 
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WRESTLING VIDEOS (indicate VHS or Beta) 


V437, B437 MONSTERS OF THE MAT. VOL. 3 - 
$45.00. Road Warriors vs Fabulous Freebirds, 
Little Tokyo vs Little Mister T, Crusher Black- 
well vs Kamala. 


V438, B438 MONSTERS OF THE MAT, VOL. 4 - 
$45.00. Boris Zuchoff vs Sgt. Slaughter, Mill 
Mascaras vs Buddy Roberts and more. 


V439, B439 MONSTERS OF THE MAT, VOL. 5 - 
$45.00. Steve Regal vs Brad Reinegans, Sher- 
ry Martel vs. Candy Devine, 6-man tag team 
and more. 


V440, B440 MONSTERS OF THE MAT, VOL. 6 (60 
minutes) - $45.00. Kamala vs Dave Paterson, 
Steiner vs Guerrero, Taylor vs Reed and 
more. 


V444, B444 MONSTERS OF THE MAT, VOL. 7 (60 
minutes) - $45.00. DIBiase vs Magnum TA, 
Sawyers vs Mendoza, The Sheepherders and 
Jack Victory vs Taylor and the Fanfastics. 


V426, B426 | LIKE TO HURT PEOPLE (60 minutes) 
- $67.50. With the Shiek, Abdullah the Butch- 
er, Andre The Giant and more. 


V381, B384 THE WWF’S GREATEST MATCHES (45 
minutes) - $22.50. Includes: Santana vs Sav- 
age; Iron Shiek winning the belt; Hillbilly Jim 
and Uncle Elmer vs Valentine and Beefcake. 


V382, B382 HIGHLIGHTS OF WRESTLEMANIA (45 
minutes) - $22.50. The finest moments of the 
spectacular event. 


V383, B383 THE HULKSTER (45 minutes) - 
$22.50. Vs. Muraco, vs !ron Shiek, vs 
Beefcake. 


V425, B425 USA ALL-STAR WRESTLING (60 min- 
ules) - $45.00. Starring Greg Valentine, Dusty 
Rhodes, Ricky Steamboat, Ragin’ Bull. 


V490, B490 SUMO WRESTLING (63 minutes) - 
$45.00. The 3-day 1985 Grand Slam Sumo 
Tournament from Madison Square Garden. 


each of the following - $45.00 


V377 (VHS), B377 (BETA) WRESTLEMANIA 4 

V378 (VHS), B378 (BETA) THE WWF WRESTLING 
CLASSIC 

V379 (VHS), B379 (BETA) WRESTLEMANIA 2 

V380 (VHS), B380 (BETA) LORDS OF THE RING 
narrated by Gordon Solie 


Remit to: SPORTS BOOKSHELF 
P.O. BOX 392 Dept. TP 
RIDGEFIELD, CT. 06877 

Name 

Address 

City 

__ —————_—————— 


P&H Fees: Under$9.99  - $2.25 
$10.00-$19.99 - $3.75 
$20.00-$34.98 - $5.00 
Over $35.00 -6.25 


CO Cotologue $2.00 — FREE with any order 


me a 


(Allow 4-6 weeks delivery) 


V436, B436 GLOW (Glorious Ladies of Wres- 
tling) (58 minutes) - $45.00. 


V435, B435 WRESTLING QUEEN (79 minutes) - 
$45.00. 


V450, B450 GOLDEN AGE OF WRESTLING Vol. 4 
(B/W - 60 minutes) - $46.50. See Buddy Rog- 
ers go up agains! Killer Kowalski in the 50's. 


V454, B454 GOLDEN AGE OF WRESTLING Vol. 2 
(B/W - 60 minutes) - $16.50. Gorgeous 
George vs Jesse James. 


V430, B430 USA ALL-STAR WRESTLING FREE- 
FOR-BRAWL - $44.00. 


V434, B434 USA ALL-STAR WRESTLING I - $35.00. 


V432, B432 USA ALL-STAR WRESTLING II - 
$35.00. 


V494, B494 BEST OF WOMEN'S CHAMPIONSHIP 
WRESTLING, Volume 1 (60 minutes) $25.00. 
The only women's wrestling tape sanctioned 
by the WCW. Includes a Battle Royale, a 
bloody grudge match and more. 


V492, B492 BLUE RIBBON BABES (60 minutes) - 
$45.00. Women competing in oll and mud 
wrestling, “powder puff boxing," and much 
more. 


each of the following - $45.00 


V400 (VHS) SUPER STARS OF WRESTLING - 4 
(BOB ORTON) 

V404 (VHS) SUPER STARS OF WRESTLING - 2 
(GREG “THE HAMMER” VALENTINE) 

V403 (VHS) SUPER STARS OF WRESTLING - 4 
(“ROWDY" RODDY PIPER) 

V405 (VHS) SUPER STARS OF WRESTLING - 6 
(THE ASSASINS) 

V408 (VHS) SUPER STARS OF WRESTLING - 8 
(MIKE ROTUNDO) 

V409 SUPER STARS OF WRESTLING - ROCK AND 
ROLL EXPRESS 


V440 SUPER STARS OF WRESTLING - BUTCH 
REED 

442 SUPER STARS OF WRESTLING - THE FABU- 
LOUS ONES 

V444 SUPER STARS OF WRESTLING - TED DI 
BIASE, 

V445 SUPER STARS OF WRESTLING - HACKSAW 
DUGGAN 

V446 SUPER STARS OF WRESTLING - BUTCH 
REED 

V447 SUPER STARS OF WRESTLING - JAKE “THE 


SNAKE” ROBERTS 


V4418 SUPER STARS OF WRESTLING - DR. DEATH 


V389, B389 WWF'S EXPLOSIVE INT SHOW - 
$62.50. Vince McMahon's outrageous, hilarl- 
ous and action-packed talk show. 


V385, B385 VILLAINS OF THE SQUARED CIRCLE - 
$62.50. 


V386, B386 WRESTLING'S LIVING LEGEND: BRU- 
NO SAMMARTINO - $62.50. 


V384, B384 THE BEST OF THE WWF, VOLUME 7 - 
$62.50. 


V387, B387 THE BEST OF THE WWF, VOLUME 8 - 
$62.50. 


V388, B388 THE MACHO MAN: RANDY SAVAGE 
AND ELIZABETH - $62.50. 


each of the following - $60.00 


V360 (VHS), B360 (BETA) HULKAMANIA: THE 
BEST OF HULK HOGAN 

V364 (VHS), B364 (BETA) THE BEST OF THE WWF, 
VOLUME 4 

V362 (VHS), B362 (BETA) THE BEST OF THE 
WWF, VOLUME 2 

V363 (VHS), B363 (BETA) THE BEST OF THE 
WWF, VOLUME 3 

V364 (VHS), B364 (BETA) THE BEST OF THE 
WWF, VOLUME 4 

V365 (VHS), B365 (BETA) THE BEST OF THE 
WWF, VOLUME 5 

V366 (VHS), B366 (BETA) THE BEST OF THE 
WWF, VOLUME 6 

V367 (VHS), 8367 (BETA) WRESTLING'S 
BLOPERS, BLEEPS AND BODY SLAMS 

V368 (VHS), B368 (BETA) WWF'S AMAZING 
MANAGERS 

V369 (VHS), B369 (BETA) THE WWF'S MOST UN- 
USUAL MATCHES 

V370 (VHS), B370 (BETA) ANDRE THE GIANT 

V374 (VHS), B374 (BETA) ROWDY RODDY PiP- 
ER'S GREATEST HITS 


'V372 (VHS), B372 (BETA) THE COUNTRY BOYS 


(HILLBILLY JIM, UNCLE ELMER AND COUS- 
IN JR.) 

V373 (VHS), B373 TAG 
CHAMPIONS 

V374 (VHS), B374 (BETA) THE LIFE AND TIMES 
OF CAPTAIN LOU ALBANO 

V375 (VHS), B375 (BETA) WWF GRUDGE 
MATCHES 

V376 (VHS), B376 (BETA) RICKY “THE DRAG- 
ON" STEAMBOAT 


(BETA) TEAM 


TENNIS 


V6410, B640 THE WINNING EDGE/PRIVATE LES- 
SONS WITH THE PROS. John McEnroe and Ivan 
Lendl - $35.00. 


ROLLER SKATING 


V240, B210 ROLLER DERBY MANIA (58 minutes: 
- $45.00. 


eM ig a Re ee ne ee 


D ciiala dats ake ae 


Rude hurls Ricky Morton 
across the ring.. 


The Ragin’ Bull 
. goes to work 
on Robert Gibson. 


Their success over 
Robert Ginson and Ricky 
Morton has given them 
reason to boast. It’s given 
the colorful Jones a lot of 
room for argument, too. 


66 | 

don’t want to hear any- 
more talk about the Rock and 
Roll Express,” a happy Paul 
Jones stated. “The Rock and 
Roll Express are'dead. The only 
R&R today is Ric Rude and the 
Raging Bull. Those two guys 
will never be the same. The real 
R&R have destroyed them. 
We've exposed their weak- 
nesses. They’re through, fin- 
ished, kaput .” 

“This is true,” Ric Rude 

chimed in, “Robert Ginson and 


Euuiaalorion are has beers. : ft fi 
Rude And The Raging Bull 


“THEY’RE THE 
ONLY R&R 
EXPRESS,”’ 
CLAIMS PAUL 
JONES .,, cuvsc scx 
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They’ve led a charmed life for 
the past four years, but it’s all 
over now.” 


Jones: “The Rock & Roll 
Express are dead now.” 


Actually it does look like Ric 
Rude and the Raging Bull have 
the Rock and Roll Express’s 
number. In the past few months 
the champs have given the 
challengers quite a few chances 
to regain their belts, but they’ve 
come up empty every time. 

“I know it doesn’t look too 
good right now,” Ricky Morton 
admits, “but believe me, we’re 
not giving up yet. I'll admit that 
Ric Rude and the Raging Bull 
are a tough team, but we’ve 


Ric Rude and The Ragin’ Bull, 


beaten many other tough teams 
in the past. Rude and the Bull 
will fall just like the Midnight 
Express and the Russians did.” 

So far it doesn’t look like Ric 
Rude and the Raging Bull will 
fall any time soon. Both are 
experienced grapplers who 
have won titles all over the 
country. Most recently Ric 
Rude held the World Class 
World’s title and prior to this 
Rude was co-holder of the Flor- 
ida tag team title. Fernandez, 
meanwhile, had the Southwest 
championship, the Texas title 
and the NWA World’s tag team 
title with Dusty Rhodes. Before 
putting Rude and the Raging 
Bull together, Paul Jones 


Manny Fernandez, are a tough team. 
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scoured the wrestling scene for 
the perfect combination. He 
stopped looking when he spot- 
ted Rude and Fernandez. 


Jones: “I don’t want to 
hear any more talk 
about them.” 


“From the minute I saw 
them, I knew they would be 
perfect together,” Jones stated. 
“My only problem was convinc- 
ing each one that they would 
make a great team. Ric Rude 
had considerable success wres- 
tling in single matches in Texas, 
and Fernandez was also a sin- 
gles champion. Each expressed 
a desire to wrestle alone, but a 
little behind the scene manipu- 
lation convinced them that I 
knew exactly what | was doing. 
Now they couldn't be happier.” 

From a monetary standpoint 
their partnership has helped 
Rude and Fernandez rack in 
millions, but, according to 
Jones, the best is yet to come. 

“We've had offers to do com- 
mercials, T.V. spots and several 
movies too. In fact, Ric Rude 
has just returned from Holly- 
wood where he read for a script 
which is being cast in the sum- 
mer. Finally, people are begin- 
ning to recognize true talent. 
I’ve been kicking around this 
sport for a long long time and 
I’ve never been associated with 
finer men than Ric Rude and 
the Raging Bull. They are truly 
the greatest.” 

Paul Jones has waited a long 
time for this day and in all hon- 
esty he deserves it. Jones, 
Rude and Fernandez, however, 
better be extremely careful be- 
cause today’s champions are 
tomorrows challengers. It’s in- 
evitable! But Ric Rude and 
Manny Fernandez don't care 
about tomorrow. To them to- 
day is all that matters. ° 


Rude attacks Gibson outside the ring. 


THE ROAD 
WARRIORS 


MAYHEM 
IS THEIR 
GAME , 


The Road Warriors are truly 
intimidating. 
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, FOR THE PAST 4 YEARS 
THE ROAD WARRIORS HAVE BEEW 
THE MOST DOMINATING TAG TEAM 
OW THE SCENE. EVEN WITHOUT A 
CHAMPIONSHOP BELT, THEY ARE 
STILL THE BEST TEAM AROUND. 


By CAROL MARK 


they have ever had, Pre- 

cious Paul Ellering, the 
Road Warriors are the fore- 
most tag team battling in the 
squared circle. The faces of 
Hawk and Animal, complete 
with the garish paint that intim- 
idates their firecast oppo- 
nents, are easily the most rec- 
ognizable mugs in the 
business. The proof of their 
prevailing eminence lies in the 
respect that they command 
from their fans and their peers. 

The Warriors are a direct 

throwback to the times past 
when only the strong would 
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Gre by the only manager 


a 


The Warriors are ready to rumble. } Hulk epee Nikita ae 
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Animal pattle 


survive. They specialize in 
powerhouse techniques that 
spell brutality for their hapless 
adversaries. It’s a situation 
that, despite the years, is still 
not entirely understood. The 
distinction between good and 
evil in the eyes of the fans has 
never applied to the awesome 
Warriors. Animal and Hawk 
don’t care what the fans, or for 
that matter, what anyone 
thinks. ‘““We don’t care!” 
shouts Hawk, while Animal 
breaks in with his deadly 
growl, “We just like to beat 
people up!” On the other 
hand, the fans don’t care what 
the Road Warriors do. 

When the Road Warriors 
charge into the ring, they are 
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s Bobby = 


ffold. 
ton on toP of the sc 
aton 


bent on a mission and their 
targets had better be ready to 
get beat up. Between their 
individual clotheslines and 
their double piledrivers, not to 
mention Hawk’s belly-to-belly 
suplex and Animal’s power- 
slams, the Road Warriors’ 
matches are usually pretty 
short. Needless to say, they 
can cram more excitement 
into a short match than most 
teams can work up in an hour 
of non-stop action. Then, as 
quickly as they came, they are 
gone again, always leaving 
their fans cheering and shout- 
ing for more. Recently, the 
Road Warriors have been do- 
ing battle with the Midnight 
Express in a series of scaffold 
matches. (A construction scaf- 
fold is rigged up in the air over 
the ring and that is where the 


action takes place). Prior to 
the beginning of this series, 
the Warriors gave Jim Cor- 
nette and Co. a warning of the 
havoc to come by making a 
video that graphically depicted 
the fate of a pumpkin that was 
thrown off of a scaffold. As a 
result of the video, Jimmy Cor- 
nette was given the nickname 
“Pumpkinhead.” At first, it 
was a joke with the fans until 
the powerful Warriors threw 
Cornette off the scaffold and 
made it a reality. The Road 
Warriors’ progression from the 
street gangs of the Windy City 
to their predominance in pro 
wrestling speaks of their style 
in the ring. That same violent 
give-me-your-best-shot attitude 
that marked their youth has 
become their career, and no 
one, but no one, is as exciting 
to watch in action as are Hawk 
and Animal.@ 


Awesome is the perfect way 


to describe Animal, Hawk and Precious Paul.’ 


“Rambo” Ron Starr Clobbers 
The Mighty Igor. 


oe £ 


ie “SON py 
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The Invader twists Jason’s arm. 


| The Invader Battles Ron 
_ Starr. 
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wild brawl in San Juan. The 
Starrs originally captured the 
belts from the Rock and Roll 
RPM's: Mike Davis and 
Tommy Lane and held the title 
for two months before drop- 
ping them to the sensational 
Youngbloods. Now that the 
Indians have the title they bet- 
ter be very wary because Dory 


and Terry Funk are hot on their 


trail. 

For the past ten years wild- 
man Abdullah the Butcher has 
been the most despised man 
on the Island, and the crazy 
Abdullah is still hated wher- 
ever he goes. Lately Abdullah 
has been battling both Tony 
Atlas and big Bruiser Brody 
over the Caribbean Heavy- 
weight crown. Their matches 
have been some of the wildest 
ever seen anywhere. 

Although Carlos Colon is 
the top man in’ Puerto Rico, in 
the fans’ hearts the Invader is 
still number one. For the past 
eight years the Invader has 
been one of the mainstays on 
the Island and his popularity is 
still at an all time high. Cur- 
rently the Invader is engaged 


SCara ; 
Aeffern a, % aniists Bobby 


Mil tyz 


in a feud with Jason the Terri- 
ble. 

In addition to the stars previ- 
ously mentioned, there are 
also quite a few other top men 
competing in the Caribbean. 
Included in this group are two 
former IWA standouts, the 
Mighty Igor and Mil Mascaras. 
Although both men have not 
been very active in the states 
in the past couple of years, 
each continues to enjoy phe- 
nomenal success in the Carib- 
bean, Africa and South Amer- 
ica. In the seventies there 
wasn’t aman more exciting 
than Mil Mascaras and the 
colorful Mexican has not 
slowed down in the least. He’s 
still as graceful and exciting as 
ever. The current champions 


Miguel Perez has been a 
mainstay on the Caribbean 
scene for many years. 


as recognized by the WWC 
are: 

UNIVERSAL CHAMPION: 
CARLOS COLON 


NORTH AMERICAN 
CHAMPION: 
BOBBY HEFFERNAN 


CARIBBEAN CHAMPION: 
ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER 


WORLD TAG TEAM 
CHAMPIONS: MARK AND 
CHRIS YOUNGBLOOD 


NORTH AMERICAN TAG 
TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
BIG RED AND 

MIGUEL PEREZ JR. 

If your vacation plans bring 
you to the West Indies, make it 
a point to check out the hot 
wrestling action. You'll be glad 
you did.@ 
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WORLD CLASS 


Champion: 
Kevin Von Erich 
235 Ibs., Denton, Texas 


—_ 


TAG 
TEAM 


. Ruke & Fernandez 
. The Road Warriors (Hawk & Animal) 
. Rock-n-Roll Express (Morton and 


Orn — 


. The British Bulldogs (Davey Boy Smith 
. The Midnight Express (Eaton & 

. Buddy Rose & Doug Sommers 

. The Fantastics 


. Ole & Arn Anderson 
. The Fabulous Freebirds 


. Black Bart 265 Ibs. Bismark, ND 
. Master Gee 265 lbs. Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
. Tony Atlas 238 lbs. Roanoke, VA 


Lance Von Erich 240 Ibs. Denton, TX 


. Abdullah the Butcher 462 Ibs. Sudan 


Mike Von Erich 232 Ibs. Denton, TX 


. Brian Adias 238 Ibs. Arlington, TX 

. Al Madrill 230 Ibs. Los Angeles, CA 

. Steve Simpson 225 lbs. Johannesburg, S. Africa 
. Bruiser Brody 285 Ibs. San Antonio, TX 


COMBINED 
WEIGHT 


480 Ibs. 
570 Ibs. 
453 Ibs. 
Gibson) 

461 Ibs. 
& Dynamite Kid) 

454 Ibs. 
Condrey) 

537 Ibs. 
465 lbs. 
440 Ibs. 
510 Ibs. 
525 Ibs. 


Can Am Connection (Zinc & Martel) 


MOST POPULAR 


o —_ 
& 


SOONOURWNS 


. Hulk Hogan 302 Ibs. Venice Beach, CA 
. Ricky Morton 302 Ibs. Nashville, TN 

. Magnum TA 245 Ibs. Norfolk, VA 

. Dusty Rhodes 301 Ibs. Austin, TX 


Robert Gibson 225 Ibs. Pensacola, FL 


. Roddy Piper 230 Ibs. Glasgow, Scotland 
. Terry Taylor 225 lbs. Vero Beach, FL 

. Nikita Koloff 280 Ibs. Moscow, U.S.S.R. 
. Ric Flair 243 lbs. San Antonio, TX 

. Kevin Von Erich 235 Ibs. Denton, TX 
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MOST HATED 


ron 


SCOOONOU 


st 


. Ric Flair 243 lbs. Minneapolis, MN 

. Paul Orndorff 242 Ibs. Brandon, FL 

. Tully Blanchard 235 Ibs. San Antonio, TX 

. Kamala, the Ugandan Headhunter 428 Ibs. 


Uganda 


. King Kong Bundy 465 Ibs. Atlantic City, NJ 

. Ole Anderson 260 Ibs. Minneapolis, MN 

. Michael Hayes 240 Ibs. Atlanta, GA 

. Col. DeBeers 265 Ibs. Johannesburg, S. Africa 
. Randy Savage 245 Ibs. Sarasota, FL 

. Arn Anderson 240 Ibs. Minneapolis, MN 


TOP 20 


OND — 


OOnow 


. Andre the Giant 475 lbs. Grenoble, France 

. Nikita Koloff 275 lbs. Moscow, U.S.S.R. 

. Hercules Hernandez 260 Ibs. New Orleans, LA 
. Kamala the Ugandan Headhunter 428 Ibs. 


Uganda 


. Tully Blanchard 235 lbs. San Antonio, TX 
. Dusty Rhodes 303 Ibs. Austin, TX 

. Roddy Piper 230 Ibs. Glasgow, Scotland 
. Randy Savage 245 Ibs. Sarasota, FL 

. Barry Windham 236 Ibs. Sweetwater, TX 
10. 
11. 
12. 


Paul Orndorff 253 Ibs. Brandon, FL 
Rick Rude 250 Ibs. Robinsdale, MN 
Terry Taylor 225 Ibs. Vero Beach, FL 


13. Lex Luger 260 Ibs. Daytona, FL 2. Savannah Jack 238 Ibs. Savannah, GA 
14. “Dr. Death” Steve Williams 260 Ibs. Okla. City, 3. Terry Taylor 225 Ibs. Vero Beach, FL 
OK 4. Michael Hayes 240 Ibs. Atlanta, GA 
15. Wahoo McDaniel 265 Ibs. Pauhegesa, OK 5. Steve Williams 265 Ibs. Tulsa, OK 
16. King Kong Bundy 465 Ibs. Atlantic City, NJ 6. Ted DiBiase 240 Ibs. Omaha, NE 
17. Harley Race 260 lbs. Kansas City, MO 7. Missing Link 275 Ibs. Parts Unknown 
18. Hacksaw Duggan 280 lbs. Glens Falls, NY 8. Leroy Brown 285 Ibs. Chicago, IL 
19. Superfly Snuka 260 Ibs. Fiji Islands 9. Buddy Roberts 235 Ibs. Atlanta, GA 
20. Jake Roberts 243 Ibs. Atlanta, GA 10. Chavo Guerrero 238 Ibs. San Antonio, TX 
AWA WWE 
World Champion: World Champion: 
Nick Bockwinkel Hulk Hogan 
240 Ibs., Los Angeles, CA 307 Ibs., Venice Beach, CA 
1. Superfly Snuka 260 Ibs. Fiji Islands Intercontinental Champion: 
2. Larry Zbyszko 248 Ibs. Pittsburgh, PA Macho Man” Savage 
3. Col. DeBeers 265 Ibs. Johannesburg, S. Africa 245 Ibs., Sarasota, FL 
4. Crusher Blackwell 360 Ibs. Stone Mt., GA 1. Andre the Giant 475 Ibs. Grenoble, France 
5. Alexis Smirnoff 255 Ibs. Moscow, U.S.S.R. 2. Kamala the Ugandan Headhunter 428 Ibs. 
6. Sgt. Slaughter 310 Ibs. Paris Island, SC Uganda 
7. Boris Zuchoff 254 Ibs. Leningrad, U.S.S.R. 3. Hercules Hernandez 260 Ibs. New Orleans, LA 
8. Curt Hennig 235 Ibs. Robinsdale, MN 4. Jake Roberts 243 Ibs. Stone Mt., GA 
9. Greg Gagne 220 Ibs. Minneapolis, MN 5. Butch Reed 260 Ibs. Kansas City, MO 
10. Leon White 310 Ibs. Los Angeles, CA 6. Paul Orndorff 242 Ibs. Brandon, FL 
7. Harley Race 280 Ibs. Kansas City, MO 
NWA 8. King Kong Bundy 465 Ibs. Atlantic City, NJ 
4 9. Roddy Piper 230 Ibs. Glasgow, Scotland 
aon 10. Ricky Steamboat 238 Ibs. Honolulu, HI 


243 Ibs., Minneapolis, MN 


. Nikita Koloff 275 lbs. Moscow, U.S.S.R. 

. Barry Windham 236 Ibs. Sweetwater, TX 

. Tully Blanchard 235 Ibs. San Antonio, TX 
. Dusty Rhodes 303 Ibs. Austin, TX 

. Lex Luger 255 Ibs. Chicago, IL 

Manny Fernandez 235 Ibs. Miami, FL 

. Brad Armstrong 225 Ibs. Marietta, GA 

. Ronnie Garvin 230 Ibs. Montreal, Canada 
. Rick Rude 240 Ibs. Robinsdale, MN 

- Wahoo McDaniel 265 Ibs. Okla. City, OK 


— 


wwc 


World Champion: 
Carlos Colon 
231 Ibs., San Isabela, PR. 


. TNT 265 Ibs. San Francisco, CA 

. Abdullah the Butcher 428 Ibs. Sudan 

. Bruiser Brode 285 lbs. San Antonio, TX 

. Jason the Terrible 263 Ibs. Parts Unknown 
. Stan Hansen 320 Ibs. Bangor, TX 

. Terry Funk 242 Ibs. Amarillo, TX 

. Invader | 238 Ibs. San Lorenzo, CA _ . 

. Chickie Starr 225 Ibs. Vega Baja, PR. 

. Ron Starr 232 lbs. Los Angeles, CA 

- Super Medic 225 Ibs. Ponce, PR. 


SOON OO RWDH = 


_ 


UWF 

Champion: 

One Man Gang 

360 Ibs., Chicago, IL 


1. Terry Gordy 285 Ibs. Atlanta, GA 
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time Texas 


Al Madril is a one 
favorite. 


ao 
philosoP 
idea th i Wor \as  newes 
rulebreake! A\ Madrill, either ’ a - a, 
Madrill and Von Erich pattle outside the ring: 
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has a death wish or that “the 
light is on but no one’s at 
home.” At least that is what it 
looked like in the Dallas Spor- 
tatorium. 

An anonymous fan sent the 
Von Erichs a family portrait, 
painted in oils from a picture. 
In an effort to find and identify 
the artist, Kevin and Mike Von 
Erich left the painting at ring- 
side after their interview ses- 
sion, so the cameras could 
show it occasionally through- 
out the telecast. The next 
match was between Al Madrill 
and World Class fan-favorite 
Steve Simpson. After Madrill 
withdrew something from his 
tights and knocked Simpson 
out, he very deliberately pro- 
ceeded to grab the beautiful 
gift and smash it against the 
ringpost, until it resembled 


little more than oil painted con- 


fetti. 
After this latest attempt to 


PAB 
ae 
es 


a a 
ee Madrill makes his mov 


eon Kevin Von Erich. 


rile up the Von Erich family, 
Madrill didn’t even make it to 
the dressing areas before Mike 
Von Erich, fists flying, got to 
him. A slugfest ensued that 
involved Madrill, Brian Adias, 
Mike Von Erich and his 
brother, Kevin. In was, in fact, 
Kevin Von Erich, who made 
the difference. 

Von Erich has always been 
240 pounds of dynamite, but 
at this point he was lit, and Al 
Madrill had an explosion com- 
ing his way. 

It all started when Al Madrill 
re-entered the World Class 
area and convinced long-time 
Von Erich friend, Brian Adias, 
to become his new partner. 
Promises of fame and fortune 
swayed Adias into his camp, 
and soon the pair became 
inseparable. Following that, 
Madrill attacked Kerry Von 
Erich and caused even more 


damage to the leg that has 
taken so long to heal. If he 
wanted to get the attention of 
the Von Erich family, he cer- 
tainly did. 

Kevin and Mike Von Erich 
were livid over the injury to 
Kerry’s already injured leg, 
and the war started before 
hostilities had even been de- 
clared on either side. A 
“‘lights-out” match between ; 
Kevin and Madrill resulted in a 
win for Madrill, due to interfer- 
ence from Adias. Madrill and 
Adias also managed to snatch 
the highly coveted World Class 
Tag Team titles from Lance 
Von Erich and the Dingo War- 
rior. The tactics they used in 
that match weren’t question- 
able—they were downright 
dirty, but that does nothing to 
change the facts of the matter. 

The last time Al Madrill was 


Kevin Von Erich clamps his 


feared Claw Hold on Al Maadrill. 


in the World Class area, he 
was at least on speaking terms 
with wrestling’s premier family, 
but times have changed since 
then. From World Class he 
travelled to Texas All Star 
Wrestling, and, along with 
Mike Golden, became the 
hated rulebreaker that he is 
today. They were known as 
Fantasy’s Family and they 
wreaked havoc all over the 
area. When the time came for 
a move, Madrill came back to 
the World Class area a 
changed man. His first move 
was to recruit Brian Adias. 
Who better to know the 
strengths, as well as the weak- 
nesses of Madrill’s intended 
targets, than Kerry’s old 
friend? 

It’s pretty obvious that Ma- 
drill’s main target is the World 
Class Heavyweight title, held 
currently by Kevin Von Erich. 
After the painting incident, 
Kevin insisted on putting the 
belt on the line in an unsched- 
uled title bout with Madrill. If 
Al Madrill can force Von 
Erich’s hand and make Kevin 
mad enough to get disquali- 
fied in a match, he could walk 


away with the belt. His strategy 


is sound, if he can pull it off 
and stay in one piece long 
enough to enjoy the fruits of 
his labor. Al is determined to 
reach the top of the World 
Class heap, no matter the 
cost, and his possession of 
one half of the World Class 
Tag Team titles is a great start. 
He has jumped into the main 
events, without the usual pre- 
lims to slow his progress 
down. 

The possibility of Madrill 
holding the World Class title 
brings to light a couple of in- 


Madrill chokes Von Erich with 
the microphone wire. 


teresting questions. How long 
will he be able to keep it, and 
how long will he remain a 
friend to Brian Adias? Only Al 
Madrill knows the answers to 
these questions. And at the 
rate he is steamrolling through 
the area, everyone needs to 
hang on to what they’ve got 
and watch out for whatever 
Madrill may do next. Madrill 
won't let anything stop him in 
his mad dash through World 


Class, on his way to fame and 
fortune. 

It's going to be a compelling 
struggle for the Von Erichs, 
and everyone will be waiting to 
see how they rally to defend 
their corner of the wrestling 
world against their newest and 
possibly most serious threat. If 
these areas heroes don’t do 
something soon, Madrill may 
just add a few notches to that 
championship belt of his.@ 


Madrill acknowledges the cheers of the crowd. 
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Nothing To Laugh At Now... 


WRESTLING IS THE 
HOTTEST TICKET 


Professional wrestling takes in an estimated 
$250 million a year in the U.S. alone. What’s 
more, it is the No. 1 sport on Cable Television. 


Peopic have laughed at pro- 
fessional wrestling for years. 

A serialized sideshow for 
the mentally defective, one 
writer called it. A low-end Las 
Vegas with sweat. The grand 
opera of the working class. 
Blue-collar ballet. 

Comedians do routines on 
it, psychologists write papers 
on it, editors speak out against 
it. 

Do you think Classy Freddie 
Blassie, the Hollywood fashion 
plate and manager of Kamala 
the Ugandan Giant, cares? 

“Those pencil-necked 
geeks,” Blassie said. “What 
do they know?” 

Better yet, Freddie, what 
don’t they know? For example: 

e Professional wrestling 
takes in an estimated $250 
million a year in the United 
States. 


¢ It is the No. 1 sport on 
cable TV. It outdrew college 
basketball 3 to 1 on the USA 
Network. It clobbers college 
football on Ted Turner’s At- 
lanta-based superstation, ° 
WTBS. 

¢ The live wrestling audi- 
ence hit 9.5 million in 1984, a 
32 percent increase. 

° The three biggest crowds 
in the Philadelphia Spectrum’s 
history—and four of the top 
five—were for wrestling. A total 
of 12 shows brought in 
161,768 fans (13,480 average) 
and grossed $1 million. 

e In May, 1984, 43,517 
turned out at Texas Stadium 
for the Ric Flair-Kerry von 
Erich heavyweight title match. 
Amazing when you consider 
the Southern Methodist-Arkan- 
sas football games in the 
same stadium drew less 
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(38,712). 

e Sports Illustrated devoted 
its cover, 19 pages, 22 color 
photos and four stories in one 
issue. 

e A promotion called “Wres- 
tlemania” sold out Madison 
Square Garden and hundreds 
of closed circuit TV outlets 
around the country. The main 
* event was a tag-team match 
pitting Hulk Hogan, the World 
Wrestling Federation cham- 
pion, and Mr. T, the star of 
TV’s ‘A Team” against Rowdy 
Roddy Piper and Paul ‘Mr. 
Wonderful” Orndorff. 

Guest referee for the match 
was former heavyweight box- 
ing champion Muhammad Ali. 
Guest ring announcer was 
then New York Yankee man- 
ager Billy Martin. Guest time- 
keeper was Liberace. The 
show had a little something for 
everyone. 


“Fans like it because, 
unlike other sports, rey 
are assured 
gratification.” 


Pro wrestling might look like 
a sideshow—where else can 
you see an athlete like The 
Junkyard Dog (Sylvester Rit- 
ter) bark his TV interviews?— 
but it is very much a growth 
industry. 

Titan Sports, corporate arm 
of the WWF, runs some 700 
shows a year. It has sold out 
Madison Square Garden with 
the overflow filling the Felt Fo- 
rum to watch the action on 
closed circuit TV. 

“Wrestling is the hottest 
ticket in town,” said Marvin 
Kohn of the New York State 
Athletic Commission. “The 
promoters do a tremendous 
job marketing their product.” 

They do a pretty good job 
protecting it, too. Compared to 
other sports, wrestling is an 
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uptight, insular world. Outsid- 
ers are kept at a distance. 
Newsmen are treated like KGB 
agents. 

Everyone from the promoter 
to the towel boy wants to know, 
“What kind of story are you 
doing?” Wrestlers ask, “Has 
this (interview) been cleared?” 
Doors open slowly, if at all. 

No one wants to talk too 
much for fear of spoiling a 
good thing. Ask if the matches 
are real and you get a baleful 
stare, a finger in the chest and 
an invitation to “step in the 
ring and find out.” ABC-TV’s 
John Stossel was knocked to 
the floor, not once but twice by 
David “Doctor D” Schultz, just 
for asking “is wrestling fake?” 

Several former wrestlers 
have come forward and admit- 
ted, yes, the matches area 
charade. The promoters de- 
cide who will win and it is left 
up to the competitors to work 


out the choreography. 

“Sometimes one guy will go 
against the script, but not too 
often,” said Rock Hunter, who 
wrestled for 25 years (1955- 
80) in the South and South- 
west. 


“It’s a phenomenon, | 
don’t know what else to 
call it.” 


And the blood? Yes, it’s real. 

Eddy Mansfield, who was 
billed as The Continental 
Lover (1977-83) said wresilers 
cut themselves with tiny razor 
blades hidden in their wrist- 
bands and trunks. 

“| had promoters tell me, 
‘No red, no bread,’”’ Mansfield 
said. “What are you gonna 
do? I’d say, ‘Aw hell, gimme 
the blade.’”’ 

“That’s sick,” someone 
said. 


Baseball > Football 

Your whole collection at your fingertips in 
one convenient place. Up to 1000 cards on 
file by teams. Makes trading fun. Mothers 
love its neatness . . . no more clutter, lost 
cards, dog earred corners. Complete set of 
team labels plus 2 personalization labels. 
¥ Protect your valuable collection. (SX156) 

© 4x 6 x 11" Corrugated © 26 Compartments © 56 Labeis 


Turn your window into a Wide World of Sports. 
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. gag and re-apply for daily up-date. Stick like magic. 
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¢16 x 7" Translucent, Electro-static Vinyl. © 97 Team Labels 


[]Sports Card File @ $4.95 [Sports Scoreboard @$495. 


[]“Double Header” (combination gift-pac of both) @ $9.65 


The Giftbook of the Decade! 
The Complete Picture Collection 
Topps Baseball Cards, 1951-85 
BIG! fiitcolor laminated dust jacket 


and heavy gloss pages of color, capture the 
game's excitement. The gift of a lifetime for any 


@ 


The book for everyone who remembers 
. . . the great games and the players who 
made the moments. A big beautiful book 


featuring: f 
@ More than 21,000 full-color reproduc- a: 

tions of Topps Cards. $79.95 © 
© Career statistics of more than 4,000 
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Major League 
Breaking Ball 


Learn to hit the breaking 


@ A 32-page biographical index listing all 
players represented. 
@ An introduction to each year that 


captures the highlights of the season. pg 


® At each year's end, a quiz to test your ' ~~ 


knowledge. 
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a hold a on a > a LV a tna : 
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will automatically curve, sink or rise. Step- 


side of the baseball. End those 
strike outs! $7.95 each. 


tions, fan clubs and more, on every sport from 
Australian Rules Football to Yachting. THE number 
one source is an ideal reference for collectors and 
sports fans 192 pages $12.95. 


Old-Time Shirts 


Rain Parka 


Heavyweight vinyl parka with 
contrasting color lining, team 


“St 
instructions included. The bat will never hit! flat 
barrassing Soe Steve Grogan 


Create 
Your Own 


Wall Of Fame 


Big 2’ x 3’ Full-Color 
Signature Posters 
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(CD 4230 Rob Carpenter 
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BASKETBALL 

“14422 Superstar 
Montage 

~ ) 4451 Sidney Moncnet 
| 4453 Michael Jordon 

~} 4444 Frank Jonnson 

~ | 4433 Larry Bird 

| 4449 Danny Ainge 
| 4402 Bill Walton 


emblem on the back, attached 
hood, and snap closure. In 
children’s sizes XS (4-5), S 
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Team Glitter Shirts 
Catch baseball fever and sup- 
port your favorite ‘eam with 
these shirts in brilliant colors 
with the official team ambien or, 
the front. Available ir, sizes S-M- 
L-XL for children and adults. T- 
shirts $10.95. Sweatshirts 
$17.95. Undershirts witn ¥- 
length colored sleeves $13.95. 
item 120A. 
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100% grey cotton shirts featur- 
ing the team emblem and name 
on the front in full-color. Availa- 
ble in sizes S-M-L-XL for chil- 
dren and adults. $10.95. Teams 
available: Brooklyn Dodgers, 
Philadelphia Athletics, St. Louis 
Browns, Washington Senators, 
“Ailwaukee Braves, Boston 
Braves, Cincinnati Redlegs, 
Colt .45's, Indians, Seattle 
Pilots. Item 808. 


Team Caps 


Replica mode! caps of all the 
Major League teams. In- 
cludes team emblem on the 
front, rsinforced brim and ven- 
tilation eyelets. $8.95 each. 
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-) 4546 Pau! Molitor 
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7) 4531 Jack Clark 
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5 4561 Mookie Wilson 
7) 4518 Eddie Murray 
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2) 4505 Jim Palmer 

7] 4509 Steve Garvey 
[) 4576 Tony Gwynn 

0) 4506 Steve Carlton 
™) 4524 Garry Maddox 
1 4510 Mike Schmidt 
[) 4565 Al Oliver 
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[J 4523 Johnny Bench 
1) 4522 Pete Rose 

() 4526 Jim Rice 

(20 4555 Jerry Remy 
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(C0 4578 Alan Trammell 
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C0 4563 Ron Kittle 

(1 4538 Ron Guidry 
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44939 Isiah Thomas 
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4409 Moses Malone 
1443) Jack Sikma 
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| 4427 Mychal Thomson 


SOCCER 
] 5100: Giorgio Cninaglia 
} 5102 Kyle Rote, Jr 
$5103 Rick Davis 
| 5104 Ray Hudson 
{5106 Wes McLeod 


HOCKEY 

~ |} 7205 Wayne Gretzky 
~} 7203 Phil Esposito 
~} 7204 Dave Maloney 
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caps in team colors with the official team 
emblems. These caps are not designed 
for protective use in regulation play. One 
size fits all. All Major League teams avail- 


able $6.95. 


GALLERY PRINTS 


8” x 10” Color Prints From The Original Negatives 
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$3.50 Each 


Dale Murphy 
Eddie Murray 
Ron Guidry 
Nolan Ryan 

Carl Yastrzemski 
Phil Rizzuto 
Fred Lynn 

Steve Garvey 
Jim Rice 

Gary Carter 
Johnny Bench 
Carlton Fisk 
Fernando Valenzuela 
Rickey Henderson 
Dave Winfield 
Steve Sax 

Jim Palmer 

Rod Carew 

Greg Brock 
Thurman Munson 
Roberto Clemente 
Mantle & Maris 
Ted Kluzewski 
Joe DiMaggio 
Yogi Berra 

Ted Williams 

Bob Lemon 
Monte Irvin 
Sandy Koufax 
Hank Aaron 
Robin Roberts 
Lou Brock 

Bob Feller 

Ernie Banks 
Whitey Ford 
Roger Maris 

Don Drysdale 
Harmon Killebrew 
Al Kaline 

Pee Wee Reese 
Warren Spahn 
Stan Musial 


' Bob Gibson 


5 For $17.00 © 10 For $30.00 


Eddie Mathews 
Jackie Robinson 
Don Mattingly 
Robin Yount 
Hubie Brooks 
Tim Raines 
Tony Gwynn 
Chris Brown 
Steve Sax 
Mike Schmidt 
Keith Hernandez 
Pete Rose 
Dwight Gooden 
George Brett 
Cal Ripkin 

Ken Hrbek 
Lance Parrish 
Willie Mays 
Reggie Jackson 
Greg Nettles 
Darryl Strawberry 
Jack Clark 
Ryne Sandberg 
Bob Horner 

W. Joyner 
Clemens 
Canesco 

Kirk Gibson 
Jody Davis 
Jack Morris 

Al Trammel 
Buddy Bell 


1952 Giants: Lockrnin, 
Westrum, Mueller, 
Dark, Mays, Irvin 


1969 Mets Outfield: 
Agee, Jones, Swoboda, 
Maris, Berra, 

Mantle, Howard, 
Skowron, Blanchard 


Yankee Infield: Clete, 
Boyer, Kubek, 
Richardson, Pepitone. 
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CHAMPION 


BASEBALL 
@ TEAM PENNANTS 


Beautiful 12x 30” baseball team pennants 
of the great World Series teams. Each is in 
authentic team colors and includes the of- 
ficial emblem. Players and managers are 
listed on each pennant. Select trom: 
1927 Yankees: Ruth, Gehrig, Lazzeri. 
1936-39 Yankées: DiMa gio, Keller. 
1934 Cardinals: Dean, lartin, Durocher. 
1946 Red Sox: Williams, Pesky, Wagner. 
1951 Giants; Mays, Maglie, Lockman. 
1952 Dodgers: Snider, Robinson, Reese. 
1978 Yankees: Jackson, Hunter, Guidry. 
each. Four for $9.50. All seven on ly 
$15.00. (Item. S115) Specify team and year 
when ordering. 


PRO TEAM oc <i-c3 
BUMPER S.Gtia 
STICKERS Ct2 


y | 

Tee 
Show your support for your favorite team with 
these colorful 3%" x 15" vinyl bumper stickers. 
Includes the official team emblem and colors, 
Any 4 teams $5.00. (No. 160) Save and buy a 
complete league set! 26 Major League base- 
ball teams $26.00. 28 NFL teams $27,00 (No. 
160A). 22 NBA teams $21.00 (No. 335). 12 
NASL teams $13.00. 21 NHL teams $21.00 
(No. 335A). Specify team and league. 


(Gi) BASEBALL EQUIPMENT 


Pro Sunglasses: Same as the big leaguers 
Wear — just flip up or down for instant pro- 
tection. Adjustable. $16.00. (Item 


Official Baseballs: The same Rawlings 
baseball use by the National and American 
League. Great for autographs. Specify 
league. $8.95 each. Orange 
baseballs. created by Charlie Finley, de- 
signed to increase vis- 

ibility. Official’ size. 

$4.99 each. specify. . | es 


Scorebook: The Elan 
Offitial Scorebook for 
30 games. Spiral wire a 
bound. $4.95 each. perste 


Reduce Sun Glare: Black non-glare paste 
for spreading under the eyes to reduce 
glare from sun and night lights. Used -by 
the pros, $3.98 per tube. 


Baseball P hoto F ile Dpiecanehnietuatiesictaniticiten 


Each 8 x 10 inch black & white glossy 
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Feller pitching to Williams 


‘‘No, that’s the business,” 
Mansfield replied. 

Mansfield and Hunter 
brought their complaints of 
unfair labor practices in the 
sport to the Georgia State 
House. No active promoters 
appeared at the hearings and 
those contacted by phone dis- 
missed the charges as non- 
sense. 


“Today, wrestling is 
everywhere and the 
people can’t get enough.” 


The appeal of wrestling is 
nothing new. Strangler Lewis 
packed ‘em in during the De- 
pression. Killer Kowalski, now 
a wrestling teacher in Boston, 
was a legend in the ’50s. 

Gorgeous George was the 
first showman. He never made 
his entrance until his valet 
sprayed the ring with Chanel 
No. 10. He had his blond hair 
styled by Frank and Joseph of 
Hollywood. 

George would toss his hair- 
pins to the crowd, then blow a 
kiss to his opponent. The fans 
ate it up and pretty soon every 
match was a one-act play with 
the hunky good guy thrashing 
the hooded baddie. 
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Sure, it’s predictable but 
that’s what sells. Psycholo- 
gists claim there is too much 
ambiguity in modern society. 
It’s hard to tell the good guys 
from the bad guys anymore. 
Wrestling lays it out, plain and 
simple. 

‘We deal in personality con- 
flicts, people get into that,” 
said Ron Shaw, a veteran 
WWF wrestler. “Then there’s 
the violence, people get into 
that, too. What do they love to 
see in an auto race? A crash, 
right? In wrestling, there’s a 
crash every 30 seconds, only 
there are no cars.” 

“Fans like it because, unlike 
other sports, they are assured 
gratification,” said Jeff Gold- 
stein, sports psychology pro- 
fessor at Temple University. “If 
they go to a basketball game, 
there’s a chance the home 
team will lose and they will 
leave frustrated. In wrestling, 
they know that won’t happen. 
The good guy wins almost all 
the time. 

“Plus there’s the audience 
participation. The fans dress 
up like their favorite wrestler 
and scream their bloody 
heads off at the bad guy. It’s 
like ‘The Rocky Horror Picture 
Show.’ We enjoy that involve- 
ment.” 


Another theory in wrestling | 


is reaching a hot, new audi- 
ence through its ties to rock 'n 
roll. In 1984, singer Cyndi 
Lauper managed Wendi Rich- 
ter to the women’s world title 
at Madison Square Garden. 
Richter defeated The Fabulous 
Moolah live on MTV (the Music 
Television network). 

Then Michael Hayes cut a 
record entitled “Badstreet, 
U.S.A.” Suddenly, a million 
teen-agers were turned on to 
the macho leader of the wres- 
tling Freebirds. Lauper and 
Hayes both have the same 
manager, David Wolff. 

“It’s a phenomenon, | don’t 
know what else to call it,”” said 
Mark Braff, communications 
director for the USA Network. 

‘They used to say that wres- 
tling had a cult following but 
that’s not true anymore. The 
TV numbers are big and still 
growing.” 

This spawned an off-Broad- 
way play (‘“Teanek Tanzi’), at 
least four published books, 3 
movies and an outrageous 
weekly talk show (“Tuesday 
Night Titans’”’) on the USA 
Network. 

“Titans” uses the “Tonight 
Show” format with Vince Mc- 
Mahon Jr., the head of the 
WWF, sitting behind a desk 
with a coffee cup, interviewing 
the likes of the Tonga Kid and 
Blackjack Mulligan. It is the 
most popular show on USA 
and Braff claims it has 
changed wrestling’s image. 

“The show is so obviously a 
put-on, people aren’t afraid to 
talk about it in the office,” 
Braff said. ‘It’s not like before 
when you said ‘wrestling’ and 
everyone rolled their eyes. 

“There used to be a million 


- closet wrestling fans. They’d 


watch on TV but it wasn’t cool 
to admit it. Today, wrestling is 
everywhere and the people 
can’t get enough.” 


RIC FLAIR 
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